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Words Do Matter! 

Childrenôs vocabulary 

skills are linked to their 

economic back-

grounds.  By 3 years of 

age, there is a 30 million 

word gap between children 

from the wealthiest and 

poorest families. A recent 

study conducted by re-

searchers at Stanford Uni-

versity shows that the vo-

cabulary gap is evident in 

toddlers. By 18 months, 

children in different socio-

economic groups display 

dramatic differences in 

their vocabularies. By 2 

years, the disparity in vo-

cabulary development has 

grown significantly 

(Fernald, Marchman, & 

Weisleder 2013).  This is 

important because this new 

information connects to 

what researchers discov-

ered earlier. The landmark 

Hart and Risley study in 

1995 identified 

ñremarkable differencesò 

in the early vocabulary ex-

periences of young chil-

dren. 

What does this mean for 
you? 
Eliminating this inequal-

ity will require early in-

terventions that directly 

address the problem. 

Preschool teachers can 

build on what children 

already know and re-

spond to their interests to 

introduce and reinforce 

new words. Here are 

some things you can do 

to help preschoolers 

build their vocabularies 

ï we may be familiar 

with the list already but 

it never hurts to review: 

¶ Use new and inter-

esting words in natu-

ral conversations. 

Try this at mealtimes 

or when presenting a 

new toy or material. 

Introducing a new 

word in context helps 

children learn what it 

means. For example, 

itôs easier for chil-

dren to learn what a 

ukulele is when they 

can see and hear it as 

well as listening to 

you say the word. 

¶ Use gestures and fa-

cial expressions to 

help children make 

sense of new words. 

For example, when 

introducing the word 

joyful, you might 

smile and wave your 

arms to convey what 

it means. 

¶ Sing with children 

and recite poetry and 

rhymes to playfully 

introduce vocabu-

lary. 

¶ Talk with children 

and encourage chil-

dren to talk with one 

another. Keep the 

conversations going 

by asking questions, 

making comments, 

and inviting children 

to think and share 

their ideas. 
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¶ Read to children daily, taking 

time to go over new words. 

Look for books with illustra-

tions that provide clues to 

word meanings. 

¶ Think about new vocabulary 

words that might come up on a 

field trip as part of the experi-

ence. A trip to an art exhibit 

could introduce the word land-

scape, while a trip to a pizza 

shop might introduce kneading 

dough. 

¶ Give children ample time to 

learn the meaning and uses of 

new words before moving onto 

other words. 

¶ Help families understand how 

important it is to talk with their 

children and share new vocab-

ulary words. Send home sug-

gested conversation starters 

based on childrenôs interests 

and classroom projects. In-

clude discussion questions in 

family literacy packs. Post vid-

eos of conversations between 

teachers and children. 

¶ Advocate for equity. Make 

sure that all children have op-

portunities to learn and under-

stand the meaning and uses of 

new words.  

Children will not use words if 
they do not hear them or see them.  
This is important because it is a 
strong predictor of 3rd grade read-
ing scores which is a predictor of 
high school graduation and this is 
a strong predictor of the school-
prison pipeline.   
Yes, Words Matter! 
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Tucker Turtle and Fisherman 

Ted Make the Rounds! 

By Julia Jasper 
The Orange Preschools had a special 

visitor as they focused on ñSchool Vio-

lence Awarenessò throughout the month 

of October. School Violence Awareness 

is typically celebrated the third week in 

October. ñTucker Turtleò visited class-

rooms to share his steps for solving 

problems that make him MAD in a posi-

tive manner. Tucker takes the time to 

STOP, TUCK, BREATHE AND 

THINK. ñTucker Turtle Takes Time to 

Thinkò is a scripted story created by Ro-

chelle Lentini of the University of South 

Florida. The story can be found on the 

Center of the Social and Emotional 

Foundations for Early Learning website 

www.csefel.vanderbilt.edu. Tucker and 

his team of helpful Early Childhood 

Staff helped the children solve problems 

without the use of violence. 

Tucker Turtle was escorted by his best 

buddy ñFisherman Tedò. Ted and Tucker 

engaged the children in some role play 

as the reviewed the best ways to solve 

conflict. With the childrenôs help, Ted 

and Tucker were able to settle their dif-

ferences peacefully. At last report, Tuck-

er Turtle and Fisherman Ted are happily 

playing and learning at the Wet Lake 

Preschool! 

EL DIA DE LOS NINOS Y LOS 

LIBROS  By Julia Jasper 
El d²a de los ni¶os/El d²a de los libros 

(Children's Day/Book Day), often called 

D²a, is a daily celebration of children, 

and of linking them to books. Created by 

author, Pat Mora, D²a emphasizes the 

importance of advocating literacy for 

children of all linguistic and cultural 

backgrounds. Its goals are to honor chil-

dren, languages and cultures and to en-

courage reading and literacy (Mora, 

2011). While D²a is often identified by an 

annual event held in communities 

throughout the country, it represents a 

daily commitment to children, culture 

and literacy. The Department of Early 

Childhood brought the event to our com-

munity of learners in the spirit of D²a on 

November 2, 2017.  

The eventôs focus on family language 

and literacy learning is aligned the dis-

trictôs commitments to student achieve-

ment and family involvement. D²aôs em-

phasis on honoring languages and cul-



tures supports our students as they learn 

about our diverse global community and 

affirms their unique cultural and linguistic 

experiences. As they participate in D²a, 

families enjoyed a variety of language 

and literacy activities all centered around 

childrenôs literature and culture from 

around the world. Families from the dis-

trictôs Early Childhood facilities were 

invited to the event. This year, 183 adults 

and children attended El D²a. At the 

event, families registered and were given 

a passport that was stamped after visiting 

various classrooms where they enjoyed 

storytelling, songs, crafts, games and face 

painting. After receiving a stamp on their 

passport, children were given a book. At 

the event approximately 785 books were 

given to the attendees! 

EVENTS IN PRESCHOOLé.. 
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National Fire Prevention Month 

By Leslie Letnom 

 

The month of October is National 

Fire Prevention Month.  On Octo-

ber 3rd the City of Orange Town-

ship Fire Department visited the 

Orange Early Childhood Center.  

The firefighters met our scholars 

to educate them about the dangers 

associated not only with fires, but 

with natural disasters and house-

hold hazards as well.  The chil-

dren got to see the firefighters put 

on their gear.  Seeing firefighters 

put on their gear helps children 

overcome any fears they might 

have in case of an emergency.  

Our scholars learned how to 

ñSTOP, DROP, and COVER 

YOUR FACE and ROLLò.   

Ask your child to show you what 

YOU need to do if there is a fire!  

A Field Trip at Sun High  

Orchard  By Maria Adame 

Last October 23rd, children from Ro-

sa Parks Community School went on 

their first trip for the year at the Sun 

High Orchard at Randolph, New Jer-

sey.  They engaged in many activities 

such as picking pumpkins from the 

pumpkin patch, going on a walk tour, 

and visiting different kinds of ani-

mals. By learning how the farm 

worked, children experienced the nat-

ural world in a new way and made a 

vital connection between the social 

and ecological importance of agricul-

ture in their lives. After the trip, the 

fun continued at school as teachers 

extended their learning through 

planned units of study. Indeed, they 

had a great time! It was both educa-

tional and fun for our preschoolers! 
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Field Trip to Wightmanõs Farm 

Forest Street School 

MCDC Celebrates Spanish Heritage 

Month!   
In appreciation of Spanish Heritage Month, MCDC 

students were engaged in cultural activities every 
Friday. On October 13, an amazing Spanish Herit-

age celebration that took place in the gym.  Families 

brought in foods to represent their heritage and 
culture. It was an exciting, fun-filled afternoon for 

everyone. 

Forest Street School Visits the Farm  by Ms. Mirna Larue 

On October 27th Forest St .School enjoyed a fun-filled day at Wightman's Farm. The children picked pumpkins and we held on tight as we 

went up and down the hills on our hayride.  The children found their way through a corn maze and we ended the day with fresh Apple cider 

and homemade powdered donuts. 

Montclair Child Development Center (MCDC) Activities by Kimberly Barnes  

Welcome to Preschool! 

On the First Day of School every student 

received a Special Greeting from Site 

Supervisor, Ms. Barnes.  She presented 

each student with a book when they ar-

rived. The students were so happy! 

 


