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Welcome Back! 

The 2016-2017 Superintendent’s Forum 
 

On September 1, Superintendent of Schools, Mr. Ronald C. Lee, 
welcomed staff to the 2016-2017 school year at the annual 
Superintendent’s Forum. After marshaling personnel and appealing 
to staff, the aisles were cleared for the opening performance, which 
thrilled the audience! Rosa Parks Community School performed 
portions of the school’s production of Lion King Kids. The students, 
under the direction of the of Visual and Performing Arts teachers, 
Nadiyah Smith-McCoy, Mariel Johnson, Aggie Wsolkowski, 

Veronica Barahona and other valued Rosa Parks staff, didn’t skip a beat. They were flawless, 
singing several iconic tunes from the classic Disney musical including Hakuna Matata.  
Having learned and retained much from their Disney Musical in Schools grant, the 
performance seemed effortless, demonstrating learned theatrical skills and talent. 
 

  
Pictured: Orange secretarial staff assisted with the opening of the Superintendent’s Forum. 
 

  
Pictured: Rosa Parks Community School performing the Lion King Kids. 
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Pictured: Rosa Parks Community School performing the Lion King Kids. 
 
After a standing ovation for the Lion King Kids, Ms. Belinda Scott Smiley, Assistant to the 
Superintendent for Human Resource Operations, enthusiastically greeted staff members. 
She mentioned state requirements for educators that will be forthcoming and some 
administrative items before introducing a person “passionate” about his job, Superintendent 
Ronald C. Lee.   
 
There were also comments by the Board Vice-President, Mr. E. Lydell Carter, as well as 
remarks by the President of the Orange Education Association, Ms. Linda Siddiq and the 
President of the Orange Administrator’s and Supervisor’s Association, Ms. Faith Alcantara. 
All gave insightful comments on the direction of the school district and expressed 
enthusiasm for a successful school year. 
 
Mr. Joseph Zarra, Interim Executive County Superintendent was pleased to be invited to the 
forum and welcomed the opportunity to address the audience with praise for the good work 
and progress made in the district.     

    
Pictured (left to right): Mrs. Belinda Smiley; Superintendent Ronald C. Lee; Board Vice-President E. 
Lydell Carter; Mr. Joseph Zarra, Interim Executive County Superintendent. 
 
The City of Orange Township was well represented by councilmembers. Remarks from the 
Honorable Mayor Dwayne D. Warren, Esq., spoke of the need to pursue adequate funding 
for Orange’s schools and the actions being taken in Trenton to support and strengthen the 
district.  

    
Pictured (left to right): Mayor Dwayne D. Warren; Ms. Linda Siddiq; President OEA; Ms. Faith 
Alcantara, President OASA; Dr. Paula Howard, Deputy Superintendent. 
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The forum included a presentation by Superintendent Lee. Before proceeding with details, 
he made a special presentation to Orange Bridge Club students who traveled to Washington 
D.C. to participate in the 2016 Youth North American Bridge Championships. Likening them 
to Olympic winners, the students and staff were called to the stage and given trophies and 
medals. They were all congratulated and several students spoke about the experience and 
exposure playing bridge has afforded them. 
 

  
Pictured: Orange bridge players at the Superintendent’s Forum 
 

Oakwood Avenue Community School’s 
traveling bridge members were:  

• Prince Antwi 
• Robert Dixon Jackson 
• Marquis Douglas 
• Monica Harmon 
• Munachiso Iherobiem 
• Chidumebi Iherobiem 
• Edwin Thomas 
• Anahyah Muldrow 
• Reginald Smith.  

 
They were chaperoned by Ms. Susan Battle 
and Ms. Vickie Wright. Staff member, Ms. 
Cynthia Jackson, also volunteered time to 
assist with the team.  
 
The bridge team coach for OACS is Ms. 
Pamela Venable, School Counselor. 
 

Park Avenue School’s traveling bridge 
members were: 

• Sayeed Bennett 
• Giovanni Peterkin 
• Martha Johnson-Jackson 
• Ibrahima Sacko 
• Momo Sacko 
• A'rina Black 
• Iyahna Neblett 
• Justin Dapaah 

  
Principal Dr. Myron Hackett and Physical 
Education teacher Mr. Peter Naumowicz 
chaperoned the trip to the Nationals.  
 
The team’s coach is Dr. Denise Harlem, 
Park Avenue’s Technology Coordinator.  
 

 
He reviewed district strategic goals to be achieved by 2021. He also discussed student 
enrollment, Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) test 
scores, the preliminary report on the district’s graduation rate, which has grown to 93.3% in 
2016 and the increase in the numbers of students passing the AP exam. While celebrating 
district achievements, he acknowledged that we are still not where we want to be with 
PARCC attainment, however, he indicated, “We are closing the gap.” 
 
Superintendent Lee shared additional district highlights and accomplishments, as well as a 
video presentation of the Robotics Summer program conducted by the Math and Science 
Department. He also reviewed a letter distributed to staff regarding the evaluation model for 
teachers and principals. 
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Dr. Paula Howard presented Curriculum and Instruction goals for 2016-2017. Areas of focus 
are: Building Knowledge, Developing Conceptual Understanding and Promoting 21st 
Century Learning.  

 
After the year in review segment of the his presentation,  
Superintendent Lee (pictured left) delighted the audience with a 
wardrobe change and the backstory to his decision to wear his orange 
jacket. He shared the story behind its purchase, his reluctance to wear 
it, seeing a similar jacket on one of his wife’s favorite entertainers, and 
finally unwrapping it on stage. He was heartily encouraged by the 
audience, made the change and conducted the remainder of the forum 
in the “new” jacket.  

With the overview completed, Superintendent Lee celebrated staff 
with the annual awards presentation. 

Awards Name School/Organization Position/Reason 
Orange Citizenship David Armstrong   Parent Academy, PTO, 

PTSO 
Boy Scout troop leader  

 Rev. Dr. Lanel Guyton Pastor St. Matthews AME Church 
 Roger Hinton Family Assistance Resource 

Center (FARC) 
Director 

Community Relations Oakwood Avenue 
Community School 

  

Volunteerism and 
Support 

Barbara Clark Orange Education 
Foundation 

Treasurer 

Mentorship Malika Berry Orange Prep Counselor 
 Matt Perkins OHS  
 Cynthia Rutty OHS  
 Taleia Stephens OHS  
 Belinda Koloska OPA  
Leadership Meng Li Chi Liu Administration Math Supervisor 
 Jose Valdez OHS Head Wrestling Coach 
 Jacob Martin OHS 2016 Essex County Coach 
 Randy Daniels OHS Head Football Coach 

 

    
Pictured: Mr. Roger Hinton receiving Orange Citizen Award from Superintendent Lee; Ms. Barbara 
Clark thanking the audience after accepting the award for Volunteerism and Support; Mr. Lee 
presenting the Orange Citizen Award to Mr. David Armstrong; Mr. Petitt coming on stage to accept 
the Community Relations Aaward.  

 
Pictured (left to right): Mentor Award recipients Belinda Koloska, Taleia Stephens, Matt Perkins; 
Leadership Award recipients Jose Valdez and Meng Li Chi Liu. 
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Awards Name School/Organization Position/Reason 
Recognition Award 
(Receiving certificates) 

All District Secretarial and 
Clerical Staff 

  

 All District Security Guards   

Superintendent’s 
Recognition Award 

   

(New Teacher Exemplar) Jillian Varner OHS Physics/AP 
Physics/Astronomy 

(New Teacher Exemplar) Kevin Rutz Heywood STEM Teacher 
(New Teacher Exemplar) Natalie Plaza  Newcomers ESL 
(New Teacher Exemplar) Kenneth Schulz OPA Social Studies and ESL 

 Rosa Parks Community 
School 

 Disney Musical 

 Heywood Avenue 
Community School 

 Mercer and Werner Grants 

 Dr. Denise Harlem Park Avenue School  Tech Coordinator- Won 
$10,000 from Code.org  

 Felicia Smith-Louis 2nd Grade-Heywood Achieved National Board 
Certification 

 Terrence Brooks Scholars Academy, ELA GT 
teacher 

Recipient of EIRC “Take 
the Lead” Award 

 Maria Beaghan Park Avenue  
WIPRO Science Education 
Fellowship (WIPRO) 
 

 Patricia Reid  Heywood 
 Iesha Fennell Cleveland 
 Nicole Bruntz Forest 
 Jamilah Rawls Heywood 
 Tashuan Jefferson Lincoln Ave, 

Paraprofessional  2015-16 Governor’s 
Educator of the Year 
Award Nominees 

 Erin-Leigh Van Ordin Heywood Ave., Music  
 Nina Heftner Lincoln Ave., ESL  
 Sandra Layton Park Ave., 4th Grade 2015-16 Exemplary 

Elementary Educator 
District Nominees 

 Amy Burns Teacher Coach-Pre School 
 Jacqueline Blanton  Principal – Early Childhood 
 David Milnes OHS, Music Voices in Harmony 
 Omar Mitchell Tech Coordinator “Mr. Google” 
 Dr. Terri Russo Director $100,000 CTE Grant 
 Mariel Johnson RPCS, VPA High Note Festival and 

Prudential Center 
 Glenn Gamble OPA, Business/CTE] National Financial Literacy 
 Nazi Badruddin OHS, Culinary/CTE  Certified ServSafe 
 Denise DePalma OHS, Health Science  Dual Credit for Students 
 Elizabeth Boakye OHS, World Language National Awards and AP 
 Frank Tafur  ESL Bilingual Coach Newcomers’ Academy 
 Hooman Behzadpour   OHS, Pre-Calculus/AP  Improved AP scores 
 Linne Modestin OPA, Algebra I/Hon; Alg. 2  Improved PARCC scores 
 Ms. Jamillah Rawls Heywood, Math/Science  % Passing PARCC 
 Forest Street School  % Passing PARCC 
 Business Office    

 

 
Pictured (left to right): District Secretarial and Clerical staff. District Security Guards.  
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Pictured (left to right): New Teachers Kevin Rutz, Kevin Schulz, Natalie Plaza and Jillian Varner; 
Rosa Parks Community School staff, Principal Faith Alcantara for Heywood Avenue School; Mr. 
Terrence Brooks, Dr. Denise Harlem and Mrs. Felicia Smith-Louis. 
 

 
Pictured (left to right): WIPRO Science Education Fellows (WIPRO); 2015-16 Governor’s Educator of 
the Year Award Nominees; 2015-16 Exemplary Elementary Educator District Nominees. 
 

 
Pictured (left to right): F. Tafur, E. Boakeye, N. Badruddin, M. Johnson, O. Mitchell, Dr. T. Russo, D. 
Milnes, D. DePalma, H. Behzadpour, G. Gamble; Business Office staff, L. Modestin, J. Rawls, Forest 
Street staff. 
 

Technology Coordinators, who represented Orange as 
presenters at the 2016 International Society for 
Technology in Education (ITSE) Conference, also received 
“Special Recognition,” along with their supervisor, Ms. 
Linda Epps (pictured left with Technology Coordinators). 

• Ms. Tyrina Vaughn 
• Ms. Tera Phipps 
• Dr. Denise Harlem 
• Mr. Omar Mitchell 

 

The final awards were check presentations made for Highest Student Growth Percentile 
(SGP) and Outstanding Achievement. 

 



 7 

Student Growth Percentiles 
 
Teachers that achieved the Highest Student 
Growth Percentile (SGP) for the 2014-2015 
school year, as determined by data 
received through the New Jersey 
Department of Education’s NJSMART 
system, were acknowledged for their 
achievement. They received checks to be 
used for their classrooms. They are 
(pictured below): 

 
• Sheerene Brown ELA 7th Grade RPCS 
• Lisa Cantanzarite ELA 6th and 7th RPCS 
• Maisha Jones ELA Grade 6 Lincoln 
 
Check awards were also presented to the 
top three schools with the highest SGP for 
2014-2015.  Each school received $2,000. 
The schools are: 

• Lincoln Avenue School 
• Rosa Parks Community School 
• Orange Preparatory Academy 

Accepting for their schools , Mr. Oliverto 
Agosto, Dean of Students, RPCS, Co-
Principal, Ms. Aretha Malloy, Orange Prep 
and Ms. Denise White, Lincoln Avenue 
School (pictured above). 

Outstanding Achievement 
 
Special check awards were presented to 
Orange High School  ($5,000) and Career 
and Innovation Academy of Orange (CIAO) 
($2,000) for outstanding achievement in 
inproving the dirtrict’s high school 
graduation rate, which has increased from 
58.3% in 2011 to 93.3% in 2016 (per 
preliminary data from NJSMART): 

Accepting for their schoools were Mr. 
Donald Nicholson, Social Worker and 
Samma Ajovon-Romer, ELA teacher, for 
CIAO and Mr. Jason Belton, Co-Principal, 
OHS (pictured above). 

Special check awards, for outstanding 
achievement, were also presented to 
schools that surpassed the state avarage  
for the Partnership for Assessment of 
Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC). 
The schools and subject area are: 

• Forest Street School, Grade 6 ELA 
• Heywood Avenue School, Grade 3 Math 
• Orange Prep, Algebra II 

 

ELA and math teachers proudly accepted 
the checks for $5,000 each. The teachers 
were Linne Modestin, Orange Prep, Jenell 
Stokes and Monique Walker, Forest Street 
and Jamiliah Rawls for Heywood. 
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The Orange High School Elite Dance ensemble, directed by Ms. Tosha Brown, dancing to He 
Wants it All by Forever Jones was one of the final performances. They danced with a 
backdrop of photographs that matched the spirit of their movements and the song. The 
Mighty Marching Tornadoes Band, directed by Dr. Steven Reeves, followed. They gave a 
rousing and uplifting end the 2016 Superintendent’s Forum. 
 

   
Pictured: The Orange High School Elite Dance Ensemble. 

  
Pictured: The Orange High School Mighty Marching Tornadoes. 

 
 
FYI   
 
Orange Public School Back-to-School-Night Schedule 

 

 

School Date Time 
Scholars Academy (Preschool only!) September 12 6:00-8:00 PM 
Heywood Avenue School (MS only!) September 13 6:00-8:00 PM 
Heywood Avenue School (PreK-Grade 4) September 14 6:00-8:00 PM 
Orange Early Childhood Center September 14 & 15 6:00-8:00 PM 
Forest Street School September 19 6:00-8:00 PM 
Lincoln Avenue School September 21 6:00-8:00 PM 
Park Avenue School September 21 6:00-8:00 PM 
Cleveland Street School September 22 5:00-7:00 PM 
Oakwood Avenue Community School September 22 6:00-8:00 PM 
Career and Innovation Academy of Orange September 27 6:00 PM  
Orange Preparatory Academy September 27 5:30-7:30 PM 
Orange High School September 28 6:00-8:00 PM 
Rosa Parks Community School September 29 4:00-5:30 & 6:00-8:00 PM 
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Low Cost Internet Service 
 

Internet Essentials from Comcast offers low-cost Internet service, 
discounted computer equipment and free digital literacy training to 
families with at least one child eligible to participate in the National 
School Lunch Program. For additional information about Internet 

Essentials, including program eligibility criteria, please visit www.internetessentials.com or 
es.internetessentials.com. 

You can start your application through the Online Application Tool at 
https://apply.internetessentials.com/ or https://aplicar.internetessentials.com/ 

You can also call 1-855-8-INTERNET (1-855-846-8376) to confirm eligibility and request an 
application. For Spanish call: 1-855-SOLO-995 (1-855-765-6995) 

 

See Below for Important Flyers: 
• Preschool Registration Schedule 
• Orange Early Childhood Center Back to School Night 
• OHS Fall Athletics 
• Park Avenue Gallery of Art 
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