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Speech Sound Development Chart 

 

The chart represents combined data from Sander (1972), Grunwell (1981) and Smit et al. (1990). The 

left-hand edge of each horizontal bar represents the age at which 50% of children produce the 

particular consonant correctly and use it in their speech. The right-hand edge of each horizontal bar 

represents the age at which 90% of children have mastered the use of the particular consonant in 

their speech.  

 

age (years) 
  2   3   4   5   6   7   8    

                

 /p/ as in pot             
                

 /m/ as in mat             
                

 /h/ as in hot             
                

 /n/ as in not             
                

 /w/ as in win             
                

 /b/ as in book             
                

  /k/ as in car            
                

  /g/ as in go            
                

  /d/ as in dot             
                

  /t/ as in top            
                

  /ŋ/ as in wing     
                

   /f-/ as in fit            
                

   /-f/ as in beef        
                

   /j/ as in you          
                

    /r/ as in red   
                

    /l-/ as in leaf        
                

    /-l/ as in heel      
                

    /s/ as in sun     
                

     /ʧ/ as in chop      
                

     /ʃ/ as in shop      
                

     /z/ as in zoo     
                

      /ʤ/ as in jam      
                

      /v/ as in van        
                

       /θ/ as in think     
                

      /ð/ as in the     
                

        /ʒ/ as in beige   
                

Suggested pattern of acquisition of English consonants [Source: Williamson, 2010, p. 10] 
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