
OBOE-Mail Blast 

NOVEMBER 30, 2012  VOLUME 2, NUMBER 12 

 New Teacher Lianne Messina is a Winner 
Orange is proud to have, as part of its accomplished faculty, Lianne Messina (pictured left), one of sixteen recipients of the 
2012 New Jersey Distinguished Student Teacher Award. She received her award this past summer for exemplary work with 
her students.  
 

During the 2011 -2012 school year, Ms. Messina worked tirelessly as a third grade student 
teacher at Park Avenue School for the fall semester, under the guidance of Mrs. Reina Iula.  In 
the spring, she worked with recently retired educator, Ms. Catherine Mason, to learn the "ins and 
outs" of first grade. She is a 2012 graduate of Seton Hall University and received her degree in 
Elementary and Special Education with a minor in Social Work. She now teaches first grade at 
Park Avenue. 
  
"It was such an honor to have received this award. Above all things, it meant that I had truly 
made an impact on my students and that is the most important thing," said Ms. Messina.  As an 
active member and president of the National Service Fraternity, Alpha Phi Omega, she was very 
involved in community service in the Oranges and Newark areas.  During her student teaching 
experience, she began an after-school community service program where grades third through 
eighth could learn the meaning of giving back. The students participated in activities such as T-

shirt making and holiday ornament making for children living at St. Rocco’s Shelter in Newark and writing letters to the 
soldiers. She plans to continue this program after the school district’s Winter break.   
 
Ms. Erica Stewart, who oversees the new teacher mentor program, praises Ms. Messina for her work, “She embodies 
professionalism and exudes enthusiasm and passion for teaching, and we are fortunate to have her and other dedicated 
mentees in Orange.”  
 
The New Jersey Association of Colleges for Teacher Education hosts the presentation of the awards administered by New 
Jersey Department of Education. Annually, top graduates of the teacher education programs in New Jersey's colleges and 
universities are honored. 
  
Since 1985, the Presidents of New Jersey’s teacher training institutions have been invited to submit the dossiers of their 
five most outstanding prospective teachers into competition for this award. An independent panel of esteemed New Jersey 
educators evaluates these dossiers to select the award recipients (per the NJ Department of Education’s website). 

 The Musical Instrument Donation Program Reaches Out to Help Oakwood 
Avenue School’s Strings Program  

The Orange Public School District recognizes the importance of the arts, as part of a healthy 
academic curriculum, and remains steadfast in its effort to teach young people how to play a 
musical instrument. However, this cannot be accomplished without the generous assistance 
from the Musical Instrument Donation Program Incorporated. School districts like Orange 
have received numerous instruments in the past from the charity, but now there is a new 
need for violins, cellos and violas with a burgeoning district strings program.   
 
There are over 90 students being taught the violin at Orange’s Oakwood Avenue School, 
with only 20 violins to go around. The need is amplified with the vision of the new strings 
teacher, Beulah Cox, who wants to build a strings program from the ground up; offering 
students a range of instruments before they reach middle and high school. “The absolute 
best way to build the program from K-7 up to the high school would be to have some 
children beginning on cello and viola.  As of now, everyone is doing violin and would have to 



ultimately switch to another instrument at Orange Preparatory Academy and virtually become a beginner again,” says Ms. 
Cox. 
 
To help realize her vision and to support the existing violin players, Peter Crosta, Supervisor of Visual and Performing Arts, 
has reached out to Carol Michaels, the founder and director of Musical Instrument Donation Program, Inc. The charitable 
organization collects musical instruments and donates them to schools that have children who cannot afford to buy or rent 
them. Michaels is in turn reaching out to potential donors with an urgent call for instruments. She hopes that an email 
message or a local news article will “motivate” readers to “clean out their closets and donate instruments for a good 
cause.”   
 
The Orange Public Schools and Carol Michaels asks for the community’s help in bringing in more instruments to schools 
where they will be put to good use. Michaels promotes her charitable organization through press releases, by word of 
mouth, and local newspapers. 
 
The Musical Instrument Donation Program, Inc. has been in existence for over 12 years and has donated hundreds of 
instruments to schools throughout New Jersey. The Musical Instrument Donation Program is a tax-exempt organization 
and contributions to it are tax deductible to the fullest extent permitted by law. To donate an instrument, contact Carol 
Michaels at 973 379-4779 or email her at caroljmichaels@gmail.com.  

 “The Complete Works of William Shakespeare, (Abridged)[Revised]” Ready 
for Opening Night – Thursday, December 6   
 

Orange High School (OHS), along with Orange Preparatory 
Academy (OPA), will present “The Complete Works of 
William Shakespeare (Abridged) [Revised]”, from 
December 6 – 8, 2012 at the Orange Preparatory Academy 
Auditorium. The play, originally written by Adam Long, 
Daniel Singer and Jess Winfield, is a fast paced comedic 
production that features all of the compositions and 
sonnets written by the play’s namesake.  
 
Director, Maren Sugarman, who guided a young cast to 
rave reviews in last year’s production of “Caesar”, asks, 
“Need a good laugh? Who doesn’t? Love Shakespeare? 
Who doesn’t? No, wait,” she continues, “Even if you don’t 
love Shakespeare you really do need a good laugh. What 
with the economy and the unemployment rate, you bet 
you need a good laugh.” With that, she invites all to come 
out and see the play and enjoy all of Shakespeare’s 
greatest hits, “minus all the boring parts!”  
 

“The Complete Works of William Shakespeare (Abridged) [Revised]” is a play for the entire family to enjoy. It promises to 
be a hilarious evening of theatre with “less words, more laughs.” It is being presented with permission of Broadway Play 
Publishing, Inc.  
 
The cast is pictured to the left and include, from left to right: (top) William Collins, Jeremiah Moore, Earl Nelson, Roger 
Tanis, Emilio DelVillar, Mrs. Sugarman (Director), Yaramo Dione; (middle) Ms. Zahir (Asst. Director), Lisa Dawkins, Isaiah 
Martin, Samuel Akande, Danielle Polidor, Tarrayah McGill, Asner Philemon, Shannon Lake; (floor) Hannah Nzedirma, 
Furquan Bilal, Loryne Roberson, Gabriela Rodriguez. Cast members not pictured: Abdul Moses, Isa Rodriguez, Jamillah 
Williams and LaNijah Willis. 
 
Performances are Thursday, Friday and Saturday, December 6, 7 and 8 at Orange Preparatory Academy auditorium, 
located at the intersection of Lincoln and Central Avenues in Orange. The theatre is wheelchair accessible with assisted 
hearing units available for the hearing impaired. Show times are Thursday and Friday at 7:00 p.m. and Saturday at 2:00 
p.m. and 7:00 p.m. Ticket prices are $5.00 for general admission and $3.00 for students and senior citizens. Tickets are 
available at the door or call 973 677-4050 ext. 5020 for additional information.  
 



 More Live From the Cardiac Classroom   
After organizing the viewing of a coronary bypass surgery on November 12, another “Live From...Cardiac Classroom™” 
operation has been scheduled by Dr. Patrick Howell, Assistant Principal at Orange High School (OHS). The next procedure 
to be viewed is a Fibroid/Hysterectomy Robotic Surgery scheduled for 8:30 a.m. on December 19 at OHS. The operation 
will be performed by the Surgical Robotic Team from Beth Israel, Newark, and “teleconferenced live” to Orange High 
School students in their classrooms.  
 

Students have been anxiously awiting the next procedure, as most felt like Alaya 
Montegomery, who said,  “I would jump at the chance to do it again.” The fibroid surgery 
will employ a 3D monitor and hands-on master controls to direct the robot (da Vinci® 
Surgical System). Surgeons will work through 1-2 cm incisions to reach their targets. The 
console has robotic arms that enhance the surgeons’ dexterity and range of motion. As a 
result, damage to nerves and muscles are reduced and blood loss, pain and recovery 
time are mininized. Dr. Howell felt that exposing students to this particular surgery was 
important because of the robotic instrument used in the procedure and the fact that 

uterine fibroids are a major women’s health issue.  

 Update on District Academic Competitions 
 

The Orange Public School District is actively engaged in district academic competitions announced at the 
beginning of the school year. Schools have held the “History Bee Emilination Exams”, the “Great 
American SpellCheck”, kicked off the “Pages for All Ages - 25 Book Challenge” and have conducted 
school-wide “Spelling Bees”, with several more to be completed before the end of December (see 
Coming Attractions below). 
 
While still in progress, the “He Said She Said: Public Speaking” competition, for grades 3 – 7, scheduled 

for November 16th and the “History Bee” finals, for grades 4 – 8, scheduled for December 3rd, have been postponed. New 
dates are forthcoming. 
 

Coming Attractions 
 

• Tuesday, December 4, 2012 – Lincoln Avenue School Spelling Bee, grades 1-4 at 9:00 a.m. and 
grades 5-7 at 10:30 a.m. 

• Tuesday, December 4, 2012 – Forest Street Chorus at the Livingston Mall  (in front of Macy’s) at 
7:00 p.m. 

• Wednesday, December 5, 2012 – Orange Drama Project, 3:30 – 5:00 p.m., Lincoln Avenue 
School Choral Room (See flyer below) 

• Thursday – Saturday, December 6 – 8, 2012 – “The Complete Works of William Shakespeare, 
(Abridged) [Revised]”, 7:00 p.m. and also at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 8, at Orange 
Preparatory Academy Auditorium (See flyer below) 

• Friday, December 7, 2012 – Rosa Parks Central Community School Spelling Bee, time TBD 
• Sunday, December 9, 2012 – Fatherhood Football Fellowship, Park Avenue School (sponsored 

by St. Barnabas Hospital) 4:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. (See flyer below) 
• Friday, December 14, 2012 – Orange Preparatory Academy Spelling Bee, time TBD 
• Monday, December 17, 2012 – Oakwood Avenue Spelling Bee, time TBD 
• Tuesday, December 18, 2012 – Carols for a Cause with Sankofa, 3:00 – 8:00 p.m. (See flyer 

below) 
• Thursday, December 20, 2012 – Dress for Success, A Program for Young Men, Orange 

Preparatory Academy, 12:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. (See flyer below) 
• Thursday, December 20, 2012 – NJTOP ESL Certification, registration deadline (See flyer below) 

 
 



“Tis the Season”  

The Winter Concert Season begins next week . .  .  come out and 
support the Orange Public Schools at the following events: 
    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 

 
 



 



 
 


