OBOFE-Mail Blast

For the Month of November:

v' Teen Summit, November 13, 6-10 p.m. and November 14, 8 - 5:30 p.m.
v’ 1st Round NJSIAA Football Game, November 13, 7 p.m. at Bell Stadium
v’ Cleveland Street School Military Care Package Drive, November 15

v’ Professional Development, Nov. 18, 12:30 p.m. Dismissal for Students
v' Thanksgiving Recess, November 25 - 12:30 p.m. Dismissal

v’ Thanksgiving Recess, November 26 & 27 - District Closed

Orange Public Schools Earn Middle States Accreditation

PHILADELPHIA, Pa. — The Middle States Association Commissions on Elementary and
Secondary Schools announced today that the Orange Public School District in Orange N.J.,
earned accreditation, the gold standard for measuring and evaluating school performance.

“The accreditation process examines schools and school systems in a holistic way,
supplementing student testing data to provide a more complete measure of performance
and chart a strategic and realistic course for continuous school improvement,” said Henry
G. Cram, Ed.D., president of the Middle States Association Commissions on Elementary and
Secondary Schools. “At the Middle States Association, we look at the whole school — not just
test scores — because we realize that improving outcomes requires a comprehensive
approach.”

Accreditation is a self-evaluation process that schools and school systems voluntarily use to
demonstrate they are meeting a defined set of research-based performance standards. The
12 Standards for Accreditation are: mission; governance and leadership; school
improvement planning; finances; facilities; school organization and staff; health and safety;
information resources; educational program; assessment and evidence of student learning;
student services, and student life and activities.

The accreditation process begins with a self-study that is conducted by the school and
school system and requires input from school leaders, teachers, parents and students.
Following the self-study, a team of volunteer educators from Association member schools
conducts an on-site peer review visit to observe school operations and interview various
stakeholders.




The visiting team makes its recommendation to the Middle States Association Commissions,
which voted to accredit or reaccredit 211 schools and school systems in 18 states and
Puerto Rico and 20 countries at its biannual meeting earlier this month.

“Accreditation is an independent validation of the good work we are already doing
and has served as a cost-effective and comprehensive approach to charting a course
for the future,” said Superintendent Ronald C. Lee. “We are pleased to have earned

Middle States accreditation and to be recognized for our commitment to preparing all

students with equitable opportunities for college and career readiness, leading to
lifelong learning and responsible citizenship in a competitive global community.”

All 11 schools were accredited as a system.

About Middle States Association Commissions on Elementary and Secondary Schools (MSA-

CESS)

Based in Philadelphia, the Middle States Association is a worldwide leader in accreditation
and school improvement. For over 125 years, Middle States has been helping school
leaders establish and reach their goals, develop strategic plans, promote staff development
and advance student achievement. With more than 2,700 accredited schools and school
systems in 34 states and nearly 100 countries, MSA-CESS is proud of its continuing legacy
and its ongoing innovations to meet the challenges of improving education in the 21
century.

Character Day Enhances Literacy at Forest Street School
Submitted by Bill Donnelly, ESL Teacher, Forest Street School (article and pictures)

“Characters from our favorite books came to life at Forest Street School the last week of
October, not to scare us for Halloween, but to tell us their stories in vivid detail,” said Bill
Donnelly, ESL teacher at Forest Street School. To take part in the event, students selected a
book and prepared an oral presentation based on a character in the book, including details
and the character’s motivation. Then on October 30, they came to school dressed as that
character, book in hand and prepared to “become” that personality.

Amaya Pagan, from
Ms. Walker’s 6™
grade ELA class,
portrayed “Isabella”

from Diary of a
Whimpy Kid.
Presenting to her
class, in character,
Amaya addressed
her “best friend
Julie” (from the
book) and explained she was “self-
centered and insecure.”

Pictured: Student portrays Isabella from Diary
of a Whimpy Kid.




In the same class, Neveah Hall skipped
quickly but quietly to the front—in
convincing mouse style—and told the class
all about how it felt being “Minnie Mouse.”
Brandon Sherwood assisted presenters by
displaying their books and multi-media
images in the background.

Ms. White’s 4™ grade
class (Click, Clack, Moo!)
had many participants
among them.

Pictured: Ms. White’s dressed as character
from Click Clack Moo, Cows That Type.

Vanessa Pineda-

Tejada dressed as

a farmer girl from

the book On the

Farm. While

holding a real

potato as proof,

she explained how

she, “milks a cow

and collects hen Pictured: Student
eggs every day!” portrays a farmer girl
Others portrayed from On the Farm.
characters from

Nate the Great, Pocahontas, The Real Luck
Charm, Spiderman, Dinosaurs Before Dark,
Judy Moody and Disney’s Descendants.

Also pictured are some students from Ms.
Arias’ 1* grade, Ms. Hanson’s 1% grade,
and Ms. Russell’s 2" grade.

Pictured: Student portrays Minnie Mouse.

Pictured: Ms. White’s 4™ grade class.

Pictured: Ms. Hanson’s 1% grade class.

Pictured: Ms. Arias’ 1* grade class.



Pictured: Fourth grade students with books and Pictured: Fourth grade students with posters.
poster.

Pictured: Students from Ms. Russell’s 2" grade Pictured: Ms. Russell’s 2™ grade class.
class.

Orange Preparatory Academy and Orange High School Presents
Hispanic Heritage Month 2015

The Orange Preparatory Academy (OPA) and Orange High
School (OHS) Hispanic Heritage Month 2015 celebration, on
October 29, was a filled with cultural dance, music and song.
The program opened with an introductory video presentation
and remarks by host, Ms. Terra Phipps, Technology
Coordinator and a student co-host (pictured left). It featured
performances by Caracumbé, an Afro-Peruvian group of
professional dancers and musicians that shared the rhythms
and story telling of Afro-Peruvian tap dance and played a
wooden instrument, the cajén. Also performing were Inkas
Dance, another Peruvian dance group that demonstrated the
richness of Peruvian folklore in traditional costumes and Mariachi Nuevo Mexico, a lively
and versatile mariachi band that sang a selection of Mexican songs and had the audience
singing along to Cielito Lindo.




Pictured (left to right): Ms. Astore with Mr. Camarena on guitar and Mr. Abazia on keyboard; OPA
Chorus.

Pictured: Caracumbé (left and center) and Inkas Dance (right).

Pictured: Inkas Dance (right) and Mariachi Nuevo Mexico (right).

Pictured: Mariachi Nuevo Mexico (left) OHS students (center and right).

The event was further highlighted with a modern Caribbean dance, titled “Explosion
Dominicana,” performance by Orange High School students. Orange Preparatory Academy
students presented a contemporary dance to “Que Viva la Vida,” a Colombian style Salsa
to “La Rebelién,” directed by dance teacher, Mr. Alonzo Hall, who also performed with the
students. The OPA Choir, directed by music teacher, Mr. Peter Abazia, sang a bilingual
bachata version of “Stand By Me.” Bachata is a popular music genre that originated in the
Dominican Republic. Also singing “Carifiito,” a South American waltz, was Ms. Vanessa
Astore, an OPA English Language Arts teacher.




Pictured: OPA students dance to “Que Vida La Vida.”

Pictured: Final dance to “La Rebelion,”featuring dance teacher, Mr. Hall.

Pictured: Co-Principals, Mr. Dana Gaines
and Ms. Aretha Malloy, with Assistant
Principal and program director, Mr. Noel
Cruz on the right.

In addition, there was another OPA video
presentation “Let’s Dance Mambo” that
featured staff and students demonstrating their
Mambo dancing skills.

The event was directed by Assistant Principal,
Mr. Noel Cruz and produced by World
Language teacher, Mr. Freddy Camarena. The
committee that helped to organize the event
included OPA staff members: Mr. Peter Abazia,
Mr. Argemiro Aquirre, Mr. Alonzo Hall, Ms.
Irene Mason, Mr. Jason Niemczyh, Ms. Tammy
Baldwin, and from Orange High School: Ms. M.
Vera, Mr. M. Anto, and Ms. Antonella Johari.

Orange Preparatory Academy Co-Principals,

Ms. Aretha Malloy and Mr. Dana Gaines, made closing remarks and presented a
performing contributor with a certificate of appreciation. All are congratulated for a
wonderful show that celebrated a vibrant culture.

Pictured (left to right): Ms. Phipps with Mr. Camarena; Mr. Abazia, student co-host, Ms. Phipps,

Mzr. Camarena and Mr. Hall.



School District Wins the Certificate of Excellence Award
City of Orange Township Public Schools, Orange, NJ

The Association of School Business Officials (ASBO) International has awarded City of
Orange Township Public Schools its Certificate of Excellence in Financial Reporting award
for having met or exceeded the program'’s high standards for financial reporting and
accountability.

The district was recognized for its Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the fiscal
year ending 2014.

Sponsored by VALIC, the Certificate of Excellence (COE) award confirms the school
business office’s commitment to financial accountability and transparency. Recognition
through the COE program can help strengthen a district’s presentation for bond issuance
statements and promotes a high level of financial reporting.

VALIC, a long-time supporter of school business, is committed to the K-12 marketplace.
VALIC was the first company to enroll a K-12 public school district in a 403(b) plan. For
more than half a century, VALIC has served as a leading retirement plan provider for K-12
schools and school districts, as well as for higher education, healthcare, government, and
other not-for-profit institutions. As of June 30, 2014, VALIC has more than $88 billion in total
assets under management and manages plans for nearly 24,000 groups serving nearly 2
million plan participants. VALIC represents The Variable Annuity Life Insurance Company
and its subsidiaries, VALIC Financial Advisors, Inc. and VALIC Retirement Services
Company. For more information on VALIC, please visit www.VALIC.com.

ASBO International, founded in 1910, is a professional organization of 5,000 members that
provides programs and services to promote the highest standards of school business
management practices, professional growth, and the effective use of education resources.
For more information about the COE award, visit asbointl.org/COE.

Tennis for Cleveland Street Students

Pictured: Cleveland Street School students with
tennis instructors, Cleveland staff and Dr. Cummins.



Students at Orange’s Cleveland Street School
had the opportunity to learn the game of tennis
at the Berkeley Tennis Club facility, during their
assigned gym class in October. Through grants
from the United States Tennis Association (USTA)
and the Orange Police Athletic League (PAL),
students were funded to take two lessons per
week for four weeks. Only two weeks of lessons
were completed. There are plans to provide the
other two weeks of lessons in the spring, after
the weather warms up, possibly as a post-
PARCC celebration.

The 7™ grade gym class and a self-contained
class of 6™ and 7th grade students took tennis
lessons in place of two gym classes per week.
The lessons were aligned with the Physical
Education curriculum standards. The instructors
were Bob Bynum and Al Crook of Bob Bynum’s
Match Point Tennis. Both are USPTR (United
States Professional Tennis Registry) certified
tennis coaches. They have been teaching and
coaching tennis for over 30 years.

“This was an opportunity for our students to
learn about more sports than those typically
offered in the community and to students in their
age group, “ said Dr. Cayce Cummins, principal
of Cleveland Street School. The program will
also serve to be a feeder into tennis programs at
the upper grade levels. This could foster a
strong enough program in Orange to open doors
to admissions and scholarships for college. “I
earned a four year tennis scholarship to Howard
University,” added Dr. Cummins. “Not only did
it fund my education, but tennis provided
experiences in competition and traveling that I
wouldn't have had otherwise.”

For the students it was great for them to have
access to tennis courts. Cleveland Street School
is one of the older schools in the district and
lacks any sports facilities. Tennis exposed them
to a new sport and a top-notch facility in the
area.

Their Physical Education teacher, Mr. Edward
Harris, a supportive force behind the program,
accompanied the students. The chaperones were
Mr. Dan Turk, who cataloged the activity with

Pictured (above): Cleveland Street
students during tennis lessons.



pictures of the various lessons, along with
paraprofessionals, Mr. Spillman and Ms. Phillip.

Dr. Cummins was also present for some of the
lessons. "The students absolutely loved it. We
have never seen them smile so much while
working so hard!” She is hopeful that the lessons
that they learned on the court will transfer into
life and academic situations, making them

more resilient. "They were disappointed when
the program for this season came to an end.”

"We welcome programs that broaden our
students’ experiences," said Superintendent of
Schools, Ronald C. Lee, who is keen to provide
such exposures to Orange's students. Also, the
Honorable Mayor Dwayne D. Warren visited, on
the last day of the fall lessons, and expressed his
pride in the students and their efforts.

FYI

Pictured (above): Cleveland Street
students during tennis lessons.

Teen Summit 2015, November 13 and November 14

The 6th Annual Orange Teen Summit is scheduled for Friday,
November 13 and Saturday, November 14. The theme of the
event is Get it Together! The summit will focus on creating
healthier lives. It is for Orange Public School students in
grades 6 - 12 and their parents, guardians and mentors.

To register, visit: http://www.eventbrite.com/e/orange-teen-summit-2015-
registration-19138046412. For more about the Teen Summit 2015, visit
https://www.facebook.com/OrangeTeenSummit. See flyer below.

NJSIAA First Round State Playoffs - North II Group 3 Division

Ridgefield Park High School.

Congratulations to the Orange High School Tornadoes Football team. The #4
ranked Tornadoes have qualified for a first round playoff game against #5

The game is Friday, November 13, 7:00 p.m. at Bell Stadium.



Guess Who’s Coming to Park Avenue School?

On November 19, Park Avenue School will host fourteen-year-old author,

Kyle Dixon III. He will address students in grades K-7. His self-published

book, Jay Bumblebee, has sold over 11,000 copies and he has spoken to

over 23,000 students across the country. Kyle has made a name for

himself, not only as an author, but also as a motivational speaker and a

budding entrepreneur. A former special needs student; Kyle excites

students about reading and writing with personal stories and shares his

formula for turning perceived weaknesses into strengths. He has created

a sneaker journal to be marketed by Nike and will soon appear on TV early next year.

See flyer below.

Preschool Registration Dates for November

The Orange Early Childhood Department has scheduled
preschool registration, for the 2015 - 2016 school year, on
Tuesdays during the month of November.

Please see the flyers below for registration requirements
and time. For more information, call 973-677-4500, ext. 1904
or 1918. See flyers below.
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