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Pink-Out in Orange October 16 and October 23 

T-Shirts on Sale for Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
 

Friday, October 16 was a Pink-Out Day in the Orange Public Schools. 
Staff and students participated in a dress down fundraiser, wearing 
pink, or purchased a Breast Cancer Awareness T-shirt, as a donation to 
the American Cancer Society. On Friday, October 23, the district will 
have another Dress Down Day, before the Pink-Out football game on 
Saturday October 24, 2015. The Orange Tornadoes will play the 
Cedar Grove Panthers, at 1:00 p.m., at Bell Stadium.  

Staff and students who purchase a new T-shirt and wear it to the Pink 
Out game will receive free admission to the event. All donations, as well as all proceeds from 
the game, will be presented to the American Cancer Society during half time.  

 

Save the Date, November 13 - 14, Teen Summit 2015-2016, Part 1 
Submitted by Laura Sacks, School Nurse & Teen Summit Organizer, Orange Preparatory 
Academy 

 
This school year, there will be two Teen Summits, Part 
1 and Part 2. The dates will be Friday and Saturday, 
November 13 and 14 and Saturday, April 2, 2016, 
at Lincoln Avenue School. Students in 6th through 12th 

grades, as well as their parents and guardians are invited to attend. The theme of Part 1 is Get 
it Together! in reference to students and adults learning how to become healthier. The theme 
of Part 2 is Together, We Can Make a Difference. At Part 2, students will help strategize plans to 
make the community in Orange healthier, since our district was one of the recipients of the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation grants which challenges communities across New Jersey to 
make changes and create long-term solutions for healthier living. 
  
On Friday evening November 13, there will be a special performance that deals 
with students' social/emotional issues, followed by a panel of students who will share their 
ideas about what changes they would like to see in Orange. On Saturday, there will be 
presentations, seminars, and workshops, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The activities on both 
days will be a balance of fun and very useful information. 
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“We anticipate our Teen Summits will be very meaningful and have the potential to 
significantly and positively impact our students and their families.”   

Laura Sacks, School Nurse and Teen Summit Organizer 

 
Save the Date, Teen Summit, Part 1, Friday, November 13 and Saturday, November 14! 
 

Forest Street School Displays Art in Celebration of Hispanic 
Heritage Month   
 

Friends, family and staff gathered for Forest Street School’s Art Opening on October 7, at the 
Board of Education. It was a celebratory event, with music playing in the background and 
pictures being taken of proud students along with their displayed artwork. Ms. Donna 
Sinisgalli, Supervisor of Visual and Performing Arts, gave welcoming remarks and introduced 
Ms. Avril Bogle, Forest Street’s art educator. She explained that the art on display is 
representative of the varied Hispanic culture and was created in recognition of Hispanic 
Heritage Month.  

 
Pictured (left to right): Student portraits; Student sharing Carnival Mask; Half-masks on display. 
 

 
Pictured (left to right): Student with her portrait; Ms. Bogel; Principal Cooke and Ms. Bogle; Student 
accepting certificate from Ms. Bogle, Principal Cooke, Asst. Principal Cowins, Ms. Sinisgalli, and 
Superintendent Lee.  
 

 
Pictured (left to right): Student shaking hands with Ms. Sinisgalli, with Asst. Cowins looking on; 
Student portraits; Students pose with their certificate. 
 
The displayed art includes student portraits in the style of Mexican artist, Frida Kahlo, and 
Spanish artist, Pablo Picasso. The students also created a variety of Latin American carnival 
masks also on display.   



 3 

Principal, Ms. Yancisca Cooke (pictured left), Assistant Principal, Mrs. 
Najran Cowins and Superintendent of Schools, Mr. Ronald C. Lee made 
remarks to the students and their families, admiring the displayed work, 
before certificates were presented to the artists. The students received an 
enthusiastic audience response, including a rousing, “That’s my sister!”  

The exhibit will be on display at the Board of Education building through 
the end of October. Visitors are invited to see the display during normal business hours, 8:30 
a.m. until 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

Ms. Cooke also announced that Forest Street School will hold its Family Fiesta on Wednesday, 
October 28, from 6:00-8:00 p.m., in honor of Hispanic Heritage Month. 

Forest Street School Celebrates the Week of Respect! 
Submitted by Ms. Daneen Collins-Grayson, School Counselor & Anti-Bullying Specialist, Forest 
Street School  

Students and staff of Forest Street School celebrated the Week of Respect (October 5 - 9) with 
a Kick Off on the schoolyard. Our school mascot, the Panther, greeted students as we listened 
to Aretha Franklin's R-E-S-P-E-C-T. Students also took the Forest Street School Respect Pledge 
to respect themselves, their classmates, school and community. Forest Street School has 
adopted Respect, as its character trait for the month and students are able to send Respect 
Grams to classmates and teachers for the entire month. Students will also participate in a 
poster contest and all posters will be displayed throughout the building starting Friday, 
October 16.  
 

The Week of Respect ended with the entire school, staff and students Dressing for Success and 
Respect. Students were excited about dressing up, looking successful, showing respect and 
giving respect! 

 

 
Pictured: Forest Street students show how they Dress for Success and Respect.  
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Week of Respect at Cleveland Street School 
Submitted by Mr. Dan Turk, School Counselor, Cleveland Street School 

 
During the Week of Respect, Cleveland Street students were 
read a quote of the day, as well as a word of the day relating 
to respect. On October 9, teachers in the upper grades were 
asked to nominate their most respectful students of the week. 
These students became Respectful Readers and read stories 
about respect to students in the lower grades (pictured left). 
Through the activities during Week of Respect, Cleveland 
Street students learned how respect for themselves and 
others will make their world a better place. 

 

   
Pictured: Forest Street upper grade Respectful Readers read to lower grade students. 

 

Math Night at Oakwood Avenue Community School 
Submitted by Ms. Lakenya Francis-Griffin, 1st grade teacher, Oakwood Avenue Community School 

Math Night at Oakwood Avenue Community School 
was held on October 8.  Teachers from kindergarten 
to third grade created and presented games to 
parents to help facilitate their children’s math 
progress. Each teacher had a table and had materials 
along with instructions for parents, who were their 
child’s partner, to independently play after a quick 
demonstration from the teacher.  

The goal of each activity was to help parents 
understand that few and simple materials, along with 
a focus on the standards, will help their child in math 
very quickly. Some games that were presented were:  
K/1st grade teachers Ms. Gomez’s Roll the Dice to 
complete the pumpkin picture and Race to 50.  Both 
games focused on number identification. In Roll the 
Dice, children had to identify numbers on dice and 
draw that corresponding part on their pumpkin. Race 
to 50 had similar materials.  
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Ms. Kenny and Ms. Miola’s Kindergarten team focused 
on activities using materials parents may have at 
home. For example, a muffin tin for sorting and 
counting, building number towers using Legos, and a 
“top it” game with a deck of cards. They also showed 
families how to be inventive with materials, like using 
a chopstick and paperclip as a spinner.  

First grade introduced 4 games each at Math Night 
that focused on fact fluency that are critical areas for 
grade 1. Ms. Sbarro, along with Ms. Francis, each had 
a table and briefly presented the instructions along 
with the importance of the games. The only materials 
that were needed were playing cards, index cards to 
write down the Math talk players are expected to say 
and a composition book to document progress.   

Ms. Hunt’s 1st/2nd grade students, along with their 
parents, enjoyed games Beat That! and Take Ten. The 
objective of Beat That! was to add dice that are rolled. 
The game can be competitive by charting the points. 
Player who gets 15 first wins.  Take Ten is another take 
on a memory card game, where the only difference is 
that partners need to find 2 cards that equal 10. Some 
scaffolding suggestions were to use either lower 
digits to find the sum or higher digits as a challenge.   

In second grade, Mr. Willis focused on place value. 
He presented the chart and how to use it. Partners 
rolled dice then represented numbers on the place 
value chart. Afterwards, students compared numbers 
against their parents to see who had the higher 
amount.   

Ms. Dominque and Ms. Pugh represented third grade 
with the “rounding game” and “doubles plus one”.  
The “rounding game” centered on identifying 
multiples of ten and round whole numbers, and 
“doubles plus one” practiced doubles and doubles 
plus one fact families.  

It was exciting to all the teachers how engaged the 
parents were to learning all the math skills and 
concepts. Teachers felt this was probably due to the 
fact that there wasn’t a need to read a set of 
instructions or buy a laundry list of materials. All the 
materials that were needed for any of the games are 
either found at home or at the local dollar store for 
under $5.00. Parents bonded with their child over 
math and students were so engrossed they didn’t 
seem aware of how much learning was actually taking 
place. It was a great night had by all! 

 

Pictured: Scenes from Oakwood 
Avenue Community School’s Math 
Night. 
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FYI 
 

National Principals Month 

The National Association of Secondary School Principals 
(NASSP), the National Association of Elementary School 
Principals (NAESP) and the American Federation of School 
Administrators  (AFSA) honor school principals for their 
dedication, leadership and drive to achieve student 
success during National Principals Month in October.  

 
 

The key to student success is a great school, and the key to a great school is a great principal. 
 

To learn more about National Principals Month, visit www.principalsmonth.org.  

 
ESL Adult Education Classes Begin October 27 

 
The fall semester for the Orange Adult School begins on October 27, 
with free English classes for Spanish and Haitian Creole speakers.  

Classes will be held Tuesdays and Thursdays beginning on October 
27 at Orange Public Library, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. or Rosa 

Parks Community School, from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Classes are for Orange residents only! See flyers below for details. 

 
Preschool Registration Dates for October  

 

The Orange Early Childhood Department has scheduled 
preschool registration, for the 2015 - 2016 school year, on 
Tuesdays during the month of October. 

Please see the flyers below for registration requirements and 
time.  For more information, call 973-677-4500, ext. 1904 or 1918 
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