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Get Ready to Pink-Out in Orange 

The Pink Out Game for Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
 

For seven consecutive years, the Orange Public Schools have 
supported National Breast Cancer Awareness Month with the annual 
Pink Out Game scheduled for Saturday October 24, 2015. The 
Orange Tornadoes will play the Cedar Grove Panthers at 1:00 p.m. at 
Bell Stadium.  

The Orange Public School District, led by the Orange Athletic 
Department, has made an extraordinary effort to take a stand against 
breast cancer through the sale of Breast Cancer Awareness T-shirts. 
This year, the Orange community is again invited to join in this 

worthy cause and purchase a T-shirt, for sale at the main office in each school within the 
district, for a minimum donation of $15. All those purchasing a T-shirt and wearing it to the 
Pink Out game will receive free admission to the event. This donation, as well as all proceeds 
from the game, will go directly to the American Cancer Society during half time.  

“Please join the athletic department in our effort to build a stronger community; for each 
dollar raised is a potential life saved.  Thank you!” - Mohammed "Mo" Abdelaziz, Assistant 
Principal, Athletics  

 
Additionally, there will be two district wide dress down days: Friday, October 16 and Friday, 
October 23, to benefit the American Cancer Society.  
 

World Smile Day 
 

On October 2, Orange Preparatory Academy celebrated World Smile 
Day with its 3rd annual World Smile Day event. The entire school 
participated, including special guests, Superintendent Ronald C. Lee and 
the Honorable Mayor Dwayne D. Warren, Esq.  

Organized by Mrs. Malika Berry, School Social Worker, Smile Day 
proved successful, with teachers and other staff handing out stickers to 
students exhibiting acts of kindness and exchanging pleasant smiles. 
Students, in turn gave their stickers to others who responded in kind. See 

below for two collages of Smile Day at Orange Preparatory Academy. 
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Orange High School Back-to-School Night  
 

Families were greeted in the cafeteria at Orange High School on 
September 30 for Back-to-School Night. Co-Principal Dr. Kalisha 
Morgan welcomed all and discussed several pressing items, 
including the start of the school day for students. She made it 
clear that the school day begins promptly at 8:20 a.m. and all 
students are expected to be in school, ready for instruction at that 
time. Co-Principal Jason Belton offered greetings, as well, and 
encouraged students to perform at their highest levels.   

Also introduced were Assistant Principals, Mohammed Abdelaziz, Stefanie Matthews and 
Carrie Halstead and Ms. Tia Burnet, Supervisor of Testing. Ms. Burnett gave an overview of 
the new high school graduation requirements. Beginning with the Class of 2016, the High 
School Proficiency Assessment (HSPA) will no longer be a requirement for graduation in New 
Jersey.  Instead, all 9th, 10th, and 11th grade students will take the Partnership for Assessment 
of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) English Language Arts and Algebra I, II, and/or 
Geometry. Students may also choose to use a college admissions test to get their diploma. 
They will have to score 400 out of a possible 800 on each of the SAT math and reading 
sections, or 16 out of a possible 36 on the ACT exam. The following table details the 
requirements. Parents received a copy, in a letter dated September 9, 2015, from the NJ 
Commissioner of Education, Davis Hespe.  

 
Additionally, Ms. Burnett alerted families about registering to the SAT and/or ACT exams and 
the required forms of identification when taking the tests. She also stated that all 9th - 11th 
grade students will be taking the PSAT exam on Wednesday, October 14.  

 
Pictured (left to right): Guidance Counselors greet families to distribute student schedules; Ms. Nazi 
Badruddin poses with her Culinary Club students and Co-Principal Jason Belton.  
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After remarks, parents were directed to follow their child’s schedule for visiting each 
classroom. Schedules were available from Guidance Counselors stationed in the lobby. Along 
with the Guidance Department, Parent Academy and PTSO members were present to recruit 
and register interested parents. 
 
Additionally, representatives of the Rutgers Trio Talent Search program were stationed in the 
cafeteria to hand out information to interested families. Rutgers Trio supports students with 
academic, career and financial counseling, to encourage them to pursue postsecondary 
education. Further, families were treated to refreshments made by the OHS Culinary Club 
members, directed by Ms. Nazi Badruddin, Home Economics teacher.  
 

 
Pictured: (left to right): Ms. Tia Burnett addressing families regarding testing; Rutgers Trio 
representatives meet with parents; Ms. Burnett answers parent’s question while Board Member, Ms. 
Gloria Fisher looks on. 

 
Pictured: (left to right): Parent Academy (PA) members ready with information for parents; Parent 
Academy and PTSO members ready to recruit participants; PA information being displayed.  

  
Pictured: Scenes from classroom visits. 

 
Rosa Parks Community School Induction Ceremony 
 
In an Induction Ceremony on October 6, 2015, twenty-eight students, in grades 2 through 7, 
were installed as members of Rosa Parks Community School’s Safety Patrol. Security guard, 
Ms. Denise Parrish, and third grade teacher, Mrs. Ashley Taylor, guided the students through 
a selection process, which involved teacher recommendations and parental approval, to 
become members of the squad. Four participants were chosen to be team leaders, two 
Captains and two Lieutenants: Nick Alvarenga, James Louis, Kiana Clossaint and Starrell 
Hearns, respectively. 
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Pictured (left to right): Safety Patrol members prepare for the Induction Ceremony; (right) Advisors, 
Ms. D. Parrish and Mrs. A. Taylor. 

 
Principal Ms. Debra Joseph Charles (pictured left) gave opening remarks to 
students and guests gathered in the gymnatorium. She commended Ms. 
Parrish, and Mrs. Taylor for proposing the Safety Patrol to monitor the 
school’s hallways and for taking charge of the initiative. Superintendent 
Ronald C. Lee was present for the ceremony, assisting the advisors in 
handing out security badges. They explained the purpose of the patrol to 
the students attending the ceremony, and asked that they respect the patrol 
members who have their safety in mind when giving directions.  

Members of the Board of Education Administrative team, Dr. Paula Howard, Deputy 
Superintendent, Dr. Terri Russo, Director of Curriculum, Instruction, Professional 
Development, and Data Assessment, Mrs. Shelly Harper, Director of Special Services, and 
Mrs. Belinda Scott Smiley, Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent for Operations and 
Human Resources were present for the induction. 

   
Pictured (left to right): Students watch the ceremony; The Induction Ceremony. 
 

   
Pictured (left to right): Mrs. Taylor reads pledge to the recruits with Ms. Parrish and Superintendent 
Lee looking on; Ms. Parrish and Superintendent Lee give out badges. 
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1. Sheena Romeus  
2. Easton Hyatt Jr.  
3. Joseph Lachira  
4. Genesis Saquisili Pallazhco  
5. Sherlin Morocho  
6. Boris Galdamez  
7. Amsony Desir  
8. Jael Israel  
9. Makayla McDonald  
10. Ashley Rodriguez  
11. Jashaun Bazile  
12. Diedo Lalvay  
13. Josena Noel  
14. Aaisha Monroe  
15. Makai Moore  
16. Darwin Sinchi  
17. Kyla Jones  
18. Leonardo Cambisaca  
19. Jules McFarlane  
20. James Louis   
21. Jimmy Philippe  
22. Kiana Clossaint  
23. John Carlos  
24. Nick Alvarenga    
25. Schneider Valetin  
26. Nely Guallpa  
27. James Morocho 
28. Starrell Hearns 

 
Pictured: Superintendent Lee, Ms. Parrish, Safety 
Patrol Captains and Lieutenants, Mrs. Taylor and 
Principal Debra Joseph Charles. 

 

Student Council Elections at Heywood Avenue School 
Submitted by Ms. Faith Alcantara, Principal, Heywood Avenue School 

Heywood Avenue School held its Annual Student 
Council Elections on October 2. But, before the 
Middle School students got the chance to place their 
ballots, the candidates worked hard campaigning for 
two weeks. These candidates made eye-catching 
posters and banners, and hung them all over the 
school. They passed out flyers with catchy slogans 
such as, "I may be a ROOKIE, but I'm one smart 
COOKIE!" Then, on Wednesday Sept. 30, Heywood 
hosted its First Campaign Fair. The candidates set up 
tables in the lunchroom decorated with banners, 
posters, flyers, matching tablecloths and balloons. Not 
only that, but each candidate handed out items such 
as sweet treats and personalized pencils.  

The Middle School students were able to visit each 
table, to learn a little bit more about each candidate. 
Finally, no Election Day would be complete without 
speeches, so candidates pre-recorded their speeches 
using iPads. The videos were viewed in the 
auditorium during the Middle School Convocation, 
and the students went back to their classrooms to vote 
using Google Forms.  

 

Pictured: Student Government 
Elections at Heywood Avenue School. 
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So, who won?  

 
Pictured (left to right): President-Cassandra Dawson, Vice 
President-Summer Rawls, Secretary-Starlina Chery, and 
Treasurer, Ebony Nkrumah.  
 
Congratulations! 

 

 

 
Pictured: Student Government 
Elections at Heywood Avenue School. 

 

Orange Preparatory Academy Week of Respect 
Submitted by Mrs. Malika Berry, Orange Preparatory Academy, School Social Worker 

Representatives of the Juvenile Justice Commission were guest speakers at a special 
assembly for Orange Preparatory Academy students during the Week of Respect (October 5 - 
9). They spoke to all of the students on the importance of making positive choices, becoming 
resilient, choosing the right friends, attending school, connecting with their parents and what 
the consequences could be if they made negative choices and surrounded themselves with 
negative influences. The representatives also presented a video of teenagers talking about 
their negative choices and how they ended up in juvenile detention. This was followed by 
discussions on "choosing real friends" and taking opportunities seriously. 

  
Pictured: Eight grade Prep students pose with members of the Juvenile Justice Commission. 
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Back-to-School Night at Oakwood Avenue Community School 
Submitted by Mr. Robert Pettit, Principal, Oakwood Avenue Community School 

On September 17, 2015, Oakwood Avenue 
School hosted its Back-to-School night.  At 
the event, two hundred three parents had a 
chance to meet and hear from all staff 

members, 
including those 
from the Health 
Clinic (pictured 
left).  Mr. Pettit 
reminded parents 
of the importance 
of their input as it 
relates to making 

school-wide decisions and requested that all 
parents go to the computer labs to complete 
the parent survey. Once they completed it, 
they received a raffle ticket and were 
directed to their child’s class.  All parents 
received syllabuses outlining what their 
children will be learning throughout the 
school year. 

In an effort to foster a love for reading and to 
promote the District’s Readers Workshop 
Curriculum, free books were made 
available for all students, parents and 
families.  To culminate the evening’s events, 
four book bags filled with school supplies 
(donated by the St. Matthew A.M.E. Church) 
were raffled off to parents who completed 
the survey.  Overall it was an extremely 
successful, rewarding and informative 
evening for everyone involved. 

 

 

 
Pictured: Scenes from OACS Back-to-School 
Night. 

 

Oakwood Avenue Community School Places at the Chicago Youth 
Bridge National Tournament. 
Submitted by Pamela Venable, School Counselor and Bridge Club Advisor, Oakwood Avenue 
Community School  

This past summer marked the third year that Oakwood Avenue Community School 
participated in the Youth Bridge National Tournament. Ten students traveled with the 
Oakwood Avenue Bridge Club and two students earned Junior Masters Status, Anayah 
Muldrow and Reginald Smith. Both of these students qualified to attend the Nationals for the 
past three years. Anayah, who has been a member of the club since 4th grade, is a current 9th 
grade student at "The Prep."  Reginald Smith, a member since 5th grade, is an 8th grader at 
"The Prep."   
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Congratulations to all of Bridge Team Orange! Oakwood placed in the top 5. Two of Park 
Avenue’s members earned 1st place overall, while team Oakwood earned second and third 
place over more than 200 participants!  Nayelis Fernandez and her partner L' Nai Bryant, 
earned 3rd place North/South, Reginald Smith and his partner Anayah Muldrow, earned 
East/West 2nd place and Jeremy Smallwood and his partner, earned 2nd place North/South. 

There was plenty to do in Chicago. The team 
toured the "Windy City" and learned a great 
deal about its heritage. The students learned 
that Jean Baptiste DuSable, a Black pioneer 
from Haiti, founded the settlement of 
Chicago. Double decker bus tours, cruising 
along the harbor and walking the 
Magnificent Mile provided life lessons as 
well as lasting memories for the students.  
There was also time to visit some local 
colleges. One in particular was Columbia 
College. Art and design captured the 
interest of many of the students.   

Students won't forget the many new 
friendships, the fireworks, Lake Michigan, 
the Chicago Pizza or the famous Hotdog 
Restaurants.  The Oakwood Bridge team 
extends a special thank you to Mr. Ronald C. 
Lee, Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Paul 
Howard, Mr. Robert Pettit, Ms. Barbara 
Clark, Coach Vicki and all Oakwood family 
and friends who made a contribution to 
ensure that the team had a wonderful 
experience in Chicago.  

Oakwood extends an invitation to Mr. Lee, 
and all who are interested in learning how to 
play, to join Oakwood’s Bridge Program. 
The team currently meets at 7:30 a.m. on 
Friday mornings and there are plans to 
expand the program to accommodate those 
students who wish to continue participating 
at Oakwood Avenue Community School 
after 7th grade.  

 
 

 
 

 
Pictured: Scenes from Oakwood’s visit to the 
“Windy City.” 

 

Preschoolers Gets Anti-Violence Messages from Tucker Turtle 
Submitted by Ms. Carol Daly, School Counselor, Orange Early Childhood Center 
 
The Orange Preschools will have a special visitor, as they focus on “School Violence 
Awareness” throughout the month of October. School Violence Awareness is typically 
celebrated the third week in October. “Tucker Turtle” will visit classrooms to share his steps 
for solving problems that make him MAD in a positive manner.  
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Tucker takes the time to STOP, TUCK, BREATHE AND THINK. “Tucker Turtle 
Takes Time to Think” is a scripted story created by Rochelle Lentini of the 
University of South Florida. The story can be found on the Center of the 
Social and Emotional Foundations for Early Learning website 
www.cesfel.vanderbilt.edu. 

 
Tucker Turtle's schedule: 
 

Oct. 5th, OECC at10:00 a.m. 
Oct. 9th, Rosa Parks Community School 
at 10:00 a.m. 
Oct 13th, Scholars Academy at 9:30 a.m. 

Oct 14th, Oakwood Avenue Community School at 
9:30 a.m. 
Oct 15th, Forest Street School at 9:30 a.m. 
Oct.19th, Heywood Avenue School at 9:30 a.m. 

 

The Honorable Mayor Dwayne D. Warren of Orange Township 
Presented the Mayor of Eaglewood Township (Oakwood Avenue 
Community School) with a Proclamation 
Submitted by Pamela Venable, School Counselor and Bridge Club Advisor, Oakwood Avenue 
Community School  

Oakwood Avenue Community School’s MicroSociety 
has been named Eaglewood Township and its Mayor, 
7th grader, Nayelis Ferandez, was selected to receive 
a proclamation for her academic, social and 
exemplary citizenship attributes.  Mayor Dwayne 
Warren and members of his team at City Hall came to 
celebrate Nayelis. Nayelis is an honor roll student and 
she holds the highest grade point average amongst 
her peer.  She has been a member of the bridge club 
since 4th grade and has represented the Orange 
School District in Atlanta, GA, Las Vegas, NA and 

Chicago, IL. At the Youth Bridge National Tournaments. During the school year Nayelis has 
volunteered to teach 3rd and 4th graders how to play bridge and we hope that she continues to 
volunteer at Oakwood as well as in her community.  There are other activities that Nayelis has 
been involved in. She has been a member of the Oakwood Step Team as well as the Cheer 
Leaders. She we elected as the Mayor of Eaglewood Township by her peers and even though 
she is transitioning to Orange Prep she plans to return to Oakwood and volunteer.   
Congratulations on a job well done!      

(Note: This story represents events from June 2015.) 

FYI 
 
National Hispanic Heritage Month 

 

September 15 through October 15 is recognized as National Hispanic 
Heritage Month. The Orange Public Schools will celebrate the month 
in a variety of ways, from now through the end of October.  See flyer 

below. 
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To honor the achievements of Hispanics in America, the Congress by Public Law 100-402, as amended, 
has authorized and requested the President to issue annually a proclamation designating September 15 
through October 15 as "National Hispanic Heritage Month." 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, do hereby proclaim 
September 15 through October 15, 2015, as National Hispanic Heritage Month.  I call upon public 
officials, educators, librarians, and all Americans to observe this month with appropriate ceremonies, 
activities, and programs. 
 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/09/15/presidential-proclamation-national-
hispanic-heritage-month-2015 

 

National Principals Month 

The National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP), the National Association of 
Elementary School Principals (NAESP) and the American Federation of School Administrators  
(AFSA) honor school principals for their dedication, leadership and drive to achieve student 
success during National Principals Month in October.  

 
 

The key to student success is a great school, and the key to a great school is a great principal. 
 

To learn more about National Principals Month, visit www.principalsmonth.org.  

Look for more about National Principals Month in upcoming issues of the Weekly Email Blast. 

 
ESL Adult Education Classes Begin October 27 

 
The fall semester for the Orange Adult School begins on October 27, 
with free English classes for Spanish and Haitian Creole speakers.  

All interested participants must first register and take a literacy test 
for class placement on October 8 or October 15 at the Orange 

Public Library (located at 384 Main Street) at 9:00 a.m. or at Rosa Parks Community School 
(located at 369 Main Street) at 6:00 p.m. 

Classes will be held Tuesdays and Thursdays beginning on October 27 at Orange Public 
Library, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. or Rosa Parks Community School, from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m. 

Register today, as space is limited. Also, classes are for Orange residents only! See flyers 
below for details. 
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BDPA, Families In Technology Day  
Submitted by Mr. Max Nixon, Smart Lab Instructor, Orange High School 
 

The New Jersey chapter of the Black Data Processing Associates (BDPA) presents the 12th 
Annual Families in Technology Day (FIT), on Saturday, October 10, 2015, at Rutgers University-
The Center for Urban Entrepreneurship & Economic Development (CUEED), Bove Auditorium 
- 1 Washington Place, Newark, from 9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Registration is required! 

In 2003, BDPA New Jersey initiated Families in Technology Day, an annual event to increase 
the technology awareness in the surrounding communities.  .  .  .  Families in Technology Day 
is one of the marquee programs hosted by BDPANJ and it attracts almost 400 people each 
year. During the program the chapter provides several learning workshops (in the areas of 
finance, technology, and family health) and ends the day with a raffle where they give away 
over 100 laptops donated by one of its corporate partners.  

http://www.bdpa.org/group/NJ 

 

REGISTRATION INFO  BDPA Families In Tech Day (Click the link to register) 
10/10/15  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bdpa-new-jersey-12th-annual-families-in-
technology-day-tickets-18528863329 

 
Preschool Registration Dates for October  
 

The Orange Early Childhood Department has scheduled 
preschool registration, for the 2015 - 2016 school year, on 
Tuesdays during the month of October. 

Please see the flyers below for registration requirements and 
time.  For more information, call 973-677-4500, ext. 1904 or 1918 
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