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Congratulations Orange High School Class of 2016  

 

Orange Preparatory Academy Student Wins a Tablet 

Submitted by Mr. Glenn M. Gamble, Investment Club Advisor, Orange Preparatory Academy 

 
Pictured: Mr. Gamble and Investment 

Club winner. 

After almost seven months of calculated choices and 

tabulations, 8th Grade Student, Miss Yaa Sapong was 

awarded a tablet for gaining 12.5% or $12,480 on her 

stock portfolio.  The tablet was awarded on Friday, 

June 17th during the Orange Preparatory Academy 

Investment Club’s closeout celebration.  The objective 

of Club members was to invest a mock $100,000 in ten 

companies.  Club members would meet and 

collaborate on Friday’s afterschool, enjoy snacks and 

share investment strategies. Yaa’s stock investment 

research paid off, with her investment in a cosmetic 

company.  Yaa was the second recipient of a tablet; 

last year’s winner was OHS 10th grader Muees 

Adewunmi.  Students at Orange Preparatory Academy 

are encouraged to participate and learn about the 

stock market. “Join the Investment Club in the fall and 

maybe you too will win a tablet,” said Investment Club 

Advisor, Mr. Glenn Gamble. 

 

Orange High School Students Earn College Credits from Rutgers 

University  
Submitted by, Mrs. Denise DePalma, Orange High School SHRP Coordinator and Instructor 

Students Certified in Basic Life Support for Healthcare Professionals 

Orange High School students enrolled in the Health Occupations and the Emergency and 

Clinical Care Class, had the opportunity this semester to become certified with the American 

Heart Association in Basic Life Support for Healthcare Professionals. As a certified instructor, 

Mrs. Denise DePalma, facilitated the training of the students.   
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Following classroom instruction and demonstration, the students needed to successfully pass 

a standardized written test as well as a skills test. During the skills test, the students 

demonstrated their ability to respond quickly in an emergency and properly perform adult 

and infant Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR). Learning CPR for healthcare professionals 

will enhance the students’ employability in the healthcare field, as well their ability to  

potentially save a life.  According to the American Heart Association, more than 326,000 

people in the U.S. suffer out-of-hospital cardiac arrests each year.  Statistics prove that if more 

people knew CPR, more lives could be saved.  The students enrolled in the Emergency and 

Clinical Care course will also be awarded two college credits from the Rutgers University, 

School of Health Related Professions (SHRP).   

  
Pictured (left to right): Health Occupations and the Emergency and Clinical Care Class with Mrs. 

DePalma; Students certified in Basic Life Support for Healthcare Professionals. 

 

OHS Seniors Acknowledged at Rutgers Ceremony 

 

Rutgers School of Health Related Professions held their annual recognition ceremony for 

graduating high school seniors on June 9, at the Campus Center in New Brunswick. Orange 

High School (OHS) seniors participating in the dual enrollment courses with Rutgers and 

OHS received certificates of recognition.  In addition, two of our students, Hemwantie Kissoon 

and Sophie Polynice were awarded Academic Excellence Certificates.  The seniors that will 

be receiving up to five college credits from the Rutgers SHRP are Jean Julien, Amandalie 

Racine, Melissa Georges, Aayla Isaacs, Sophie Polynice, and Hemwantie Kissoon. The classes 

instructed at OHS that offered dual enrollment with the Rutgers SHRP are Dynamics for 

Healthcare Professionals and Emergency and Clinical Care. In order to obtain college credit, 

the students needed to pass an on-line final exam facilitated by Rutgers, as well as maintain 

good attendance and academic excellence in the classroom. The future ambitions of these 

graduates are to become a Registered Nurse, a Nurse Practitioner, and a Biomedical 

Engineer.     

   

Pictured: OHS students with certificate of recognition at Rutgers ceremony and Mrs. DePalma. 
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Pictured: OHS students with certificate of recognition at Rutgers ceremony and Mrs. DePalma. 

 

Happenings at Heywood Avenue School 
Submitted by Mrs. ErinLeigh Van Orden, Instrumental Music teacher, Heywood Avenue School 

 

Mercer Foundation Program 

Heywood Avenue School was selected to 

participate in the Mercer Foundation 

program during the school year. Artists 

were sent from NJPAC to assist students from 

5 area schools to create a musical based on 

a student selected topic. The students 

selected the “King of Pop,” Michael Jackson. 

Each school was responsible for one part of 

his life’s story, and after several months of 

hard work, all the schools combined their 

individual sections to create the musical Life 

Beyond the Lights. The spectacular 

culminating performance was held on June 8 

at NJPAC in the Victoria Theater. 

 

Recorder Arts for Musical Pathways 

(R.A.M.P.) 

Students in grade 3, throughout the district, 

learn to play the recorder, but this year 

there was a twist! Heywood, Forest, and 

Cleveland Street schools participated in the 

Recorder Arts for Musical Pathways Program. 

Students were taught using the “Recorder 

Karate” method in which they earn belts 

based on the difficulty of the songs they are 

able to play. On June 9,  Heywood, along 

with other district schools, participated in a 

huge concert at NJPAC’s Prudential Hall 

where hundreds of students played the 

same song at the same time! It was a great 

experience that Heywood hopes to include 

more students in next year. 

 

 

 
Pictured: Scenes from Life Beyond the Lights. 
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Pictured: Scenes from the  R.A.M.P. event. 

 

High Note Festival 

Students in Heywood Avenue School’s band 

combined with other musicians from 

Cleveland and Forest Street Schools for an 

adjudicated performance at the High Note 

Festival. At the festival, groups were ranked 

according to their performance. The 

combined band received an overall rating 

of Good. Heywood Avenue Choir also 

attended the festival and received a 

superior rating under the direction of Ms. 

Angela Dench.  After performing and 

cheering for several other schools from 

Orange, participants spent the day at Six 

Flags Great Adventure! 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Pictured: Scenes from the High Note Festival. 

 

 

 

 

 
Pictured: Heywood students at Great Adventure. 
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Rosa Parks Community School PTA Carnival 
Submitted by Mr. Barry Devone, Community School Coordinator, Rosa Parks Community School 

 

On April 17, the Rosa Parks Community 

School PTA held its annual "PTA Carnival" 

for students. The entire student body was 

invited to participate in fun and engaging 

activities including the following: Bounce 

House, Obstacle Course with Slide, Ring 

Toss, Football and Baseball Toss, Basketball 

Free Throw and several other exciting 

and challenging games.  

The Rosa Parks PBSIS (Positive Behavioral 

and Interventions and Support Service) 

Team also partnered with the PTA and 

provided two grade level prizes for 

students. The prizes were awarded by raffle. 

As the students were waiting in line to 

participate in an activity, teachers asked 

them questions related to PBSIS. If they 

answered correctly, the passport they were 

given upon entry to the carnival was hole 

punched and entered into a raffle. The 

prizes included LeapFrog Learning Tablets 

for Pre-K to 3rd grades and Amazon Kindles 

for grades 4 to 7. Students were also treated 

to freshly made popcorn, adding to the 

carnival atmosphere. 

The collaboration between the PTA, PBSIS 

Team, Staff Members, especially the Encore 

Teachers and AmeriCorps Members (Inez 

Harrison, Family Liaison and Stephanie 

Lorena, Engagement Advocate) created an 

amazing atmosphere for students to have a 

fun and relaxing day after all the hard work 

they put into academics during the school 

year. 

 

 

 
Pictured: Scenes from the PTA Carnival. 
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The Rosa Parks Community School Safety Patrol Visits Trenton 
Submitted by Mr. Barry Devone, Community School Coordinator, Rosa Parks Community School 

 

On June 7, the members of the Rosa Parks Community School Safety Patrol, accompanied by 

Ms. Parrish, Mr. Devone, and Mrs. Alexander-Taylor, embarked on a journey to the State 

House in Trenton, NJ.  As the students arrived, they were greeted by a guide who shared the 

itinerary for the tour.  They entered the historic building and stopped to admire the 

architecture in the Rotunda space.  Students then proceeded to an area that held flags to 

represent the counties in New Jersey.  They easily recognized the Essex County flag and 

asked questions about the sculptures located throughout the great hall.  As the tour continued, 

they had an opportunity to visit the Governor's Reception Room and were surrounded by 

paintings of past governors of New jersey.  The students then toured the Assembly Chamber, 

Senate Chamber, and the Senate Conference Room. They learned the process of how a bill 

becomes a law and did some “mental” math to figure out the majority votes needed for a bill 

to pass the Senate or General Assembly. 

   

Pictured: Scenes from the State House Visit. 

 

After a quick break for lunch, the students walked to the New Jersey State Museum to learn 

about the history of New Jersey.  This was an opportunity for the students to visit sections of 

the museum that focused on archaeology, cultural history, fine arts, and natural history.  As 

the upper grade students used clues and a map to embark on a scavenger hunt to find 

presidents, the younger students had a plan of their own.  They worked up a sweat in the 

hands-on Generation Fit: Steps to a Healthier Lifestyle exhibit, which taught them about 

nutrition and staying healthy.  Both the students and chaperones thoroughly enjoyed the visit 

to the State House.   

   
Pictured: Scenes from the New Jersey State Museum. 
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