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! Park Avenue Art Opening, Wednesday, May 4, 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 
p.m., Orange Board of Education (see flyer below) 

! The Community Health Fair, Saturday, May 7, 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 
p.m., Lincoln Avenue School (See flyer below) 

! PARCC Testing Grades 3-8, Monday, April 4 - Friday, May 13 
! PARCC Testing, High School, Monday, April 11 - Friday, May 20,  
! PARCC Testing, High School (Spring Block), Monday, April 25 - 

Friday, June 3 (See PARCC Calendar Below, for Individual School 
Test Dates) 

Orange Public School District's Annual Community Health Fair 
 

The annual Orange Township Public 
School District's Community Health 
Fair takes place on Saturday, May 7, 
2016, from 10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m., 
at Lincoln Avenue School, located at 
216 Lincoln Avenue. The school's 
gymnasium will be filled with 
information tables, manned by a 
range of healthcare providers 
offering valuable health screenings, 
along with vendors selling a variety 
of gifts, just in time for Mother's Day. 
Superintendent of Schools, Mr. 
Ronald C. Lee, states, “We are proud 
to again present the 
Community Health Fair, one of the 

many events that the school district offers for the community. The Health Fair provides 
essential information and resources for the well-being of Orange citizens. It is also a day of 
fun for our families!" Ms. Saundra Gray, Supervisor for and Health and Physical Education, has 
organized this event for the school district for over 14 years. Her goal is to provide the 
Orange community with access to routine health screenings, medical information and 
healthcare resources. There will be free screenings for blood pressure, glaucoma, glucose 
testing, eye examinations, Rapid HIV screening results and more. The fair is also a 
recreational outlet for children, with amusement rides, carnival booths, games and a DJ. The 
event is free and open to the public. It promises to be fun and rewarding day for the entire 
family. 
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District Calendar Approved for the 2016 - 2017 School Year 
 

On April 20, Mr. Ronald C. Lee, Superintendent of Schools, 
distributed the district calendar for the 2016-2017, to all staff, 
stating, “The Board of Education at the April 19, 2016 meeting 
approved the 2016-2017 School Calendar . . . please post at 
your school/departments and distribute to parents and 
students . . .”  

The 2016-2017 District Calendar can be found on the 
district website: www.orange.k12.nj.us. 

 

 

 

Earth Day at Orange High School 
 

 

On April 22, Orange High School celebrated Earth Day with its annual “Making Orange 
Green” event, made possible through a grant from the New Jersey Education Association 
(NJEA) PRIDE. The event involved over 50 Orange High School (OHS) seniors (pictured 
above) who helped to beautify the school grounds by weeding, planting flowers and 
laying mulch at the main entrance of the building. Ms. Linda Siddiq, Structured Learning 
Experience Coordinator at OHS, (who assists students in volunteer/community serve 
efforts, among other activities) facilitated the event, providing students with necessary 
tools (gloves, shovels, fertilizer, etc.) and inspiration.  
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Pictured: Scenes from the OHS Earth Day event. 
 

The event was supported by the school’s administration, Co-Principal, Dr. Kalisha 
Morgan, who was present to congratulate and praise the students for their hard work and 
dedication, along with Co-Principal Mr. Jason Belton and the district’s Superintendent, 
Mr. Ronald C. Lee. The effort involved student volunteers and staff doing something 
“green” in celebration of the day. The event culminated with lunch for the participants. 
They truly enjoyed "getting their hands dirty.” 

  
 

The event was featured on News 12’s Spotlight New Jersey on April 26, (pictured above) and 
can be viewed on the news anchor’s, (Della Crews) Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/dellacrews/).  
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10th Congressional Art Competition 
Submitted by Mr. Nate Brown, Art teacher, Orange High School  

The 10th Congressional District Art Competition is on exhibit at the Newark Museum, in 
Newark, through Sunday, May 8.  An awards reception will be held on Monday, May 2, 
beginning at 3 PM, at the museum. Five Orange High School students are participating in the 
event. 

The competition, entitled An Artistic Discovery, is part of a nationwide program to encourage 
young people to utilize visual arts as a medium for self-expression. All students who 
participate receive certificates and prizes. The overall grand-prize winner will have his or her 
artwork displayed in the United States Capitol Building for an entire year. Later, he or she will 
travel to Washington, D.C. to participate in a ceremony with other winners from around the 
country. 

Show your support for the participating students by attending the Monday, May 2 event!  

 
Wow, That's Engineering at NJIT 
Barry R. Devone III, MPA, Community School Coordinator, Rosa Parks Community School 
 

On April 1, fifty 6th and 7th grade female 
students from the Orange School District 
attended a field trip to 
the New Jersey Institute of Technology 
(NJIT) hosted by the Society Of Women 
Engineers (SWE). The theme of the day was 
Wow, That's Engineering. Students from the 
following schools participated in the 
program: Rosa Parks Community School, 
Oakwood Avenue Community School, 

Cleveland Street School, Forest Street School and Orange Preparatory Academy. The day was 
filled with fun, hands-on sessions related to engineering and science.  

The students were engaged in the following activities: 
1. Balloon Powered Car (Discussion of Newton's third law of motion "for every action there 

is an equal and opposite reaction") 
2. Count the Dots  (Focused on the binary code and how computers communicate) 
3. Un-poppable Balloon (Lesson on Molecules) 

Rosa Parks School Counselor, Natasha Murphy, coordinated the initiative for the district 
in collaboration with staff from Oakwood Avenue and Cleveland St. Exxon Mobil 
provided funding for the event, which included lunch for all participants.    

  

Learn Bridge in a Day at Park Avenue School 
Submitted by Dr. Denise Harlem, Technology Coordinator/Bridge Club Advisor, Park Avenue 
School 

Park Avenue School hosted a Learn Bridge in a Day™ class on Saturday, April 23. Over 40 
participants attended the class (including some of Park’s teachers and Dr. Hackett), plus the 
adult helpers and Park’s Bridge Team. The library was abuzz with well over 60 people all 
engaged in the game of bridge. 
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Instructor Patty Tucker from Atlanta, Georgia, taught the group the basics of bridge, which 
was enough to get the group started in playing their own hands, including bidding and 
scoring. They learned about play of the hand and strategy, as well. 

A delicious breakfast and lunch were served and there was a raffle for lovely gift baskets that 
were donated. The winners were thrilled! 

  

This fundraising event will help Park Avenue’s 
Bridge Team pay for their trip to the National 
Youth Bridge Competition in Washington, DC 
in July.  

The event was so successful that many people 
want to come back next year to learn more and 
bring friends. 

Park Avenue’s Bridge Team would like to give 
a special thanks to Barbara Clark, the Orange Education Foundation, and Shrine Bridge 
Center for their help and support with this fundraiser.  

  
Pictured (above):  Scenes from Learn Bridge in a Day event, including Principal Dr. Hackett and Park 
Avenue staff members (bottom right). 
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WHAAAAAAAAT, Did OACS Win the Championship Basketball 
Game Again? 
Submitted by Mr. Robert Pettit, Principal Oakwood Avenue Community School (OACS) 

	
A crowd of over 200 people watched OACS's 4th and 5th grade Soaring Eagles basketball 
team capture their 2nd consecutive Championship, with a victory over Rosa Parks Community 
School, by a score of 21-19.  

It was a close game for most of the afternoon, and it got even more thrilling when Rosa Parks 
made a late game-scoring surge in the closing minutes, but it was still not enough. Strong 
efforts by Curtis Crawford and Jordan Jones kept Rosa Parks at bay.  

Additionally, great play on both ends of the court by Gregory Burton, Tyshaun Boyd, Xavier 
Gomez, Tyzir Walker, Ajuwan Tiggs, Terry Copeland, Keshawn Nowin and Amari 
Williams helped OACS win the game.  

 
Pictured: OACS Soaring Eagles Basketball Team with the Honorable Mayor Warren, Councilmembers, 
city officials and Principal Pettit. 
 

Next year several starters will be returning and OACS will be looking to "Three-Pete," but for 
now lets all celebrate this victory and second championship. Congratulations to the 4th and 
5th grade Soaring Eagles Basketball Team of Oakwood Avenue Community School! 

Go OACS - The Little School Doing BIG THINGS! 
 

The “OACS” Mobile App 

   
DOWNLAOD IT TODAY!!! 
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April Board of Education Meeting  
          

Orange Preparatory 
Academy hosted the 
Board of Education  
meeting on April 19. 
After a moment of 
silence, directed by 
Superintendent of 
Schools, Mr. Ronald C. 
Lee, for the tragic loss of a student and a 
member of the maintenance organization, Co-
Principal Mrs. Aretha Malloy opened the 
meeting, introducing student Andrew Coates. 
He led the flag salute and presented a video 
produced by students at Orange Prep, 
entitled A Brand New Day. Opening like a Star 
Wars movie, the video detailed the Hour of 
Code activity at the Prep, which allowed the 
students to master and demonstrate their 
coding skills. 
 

After the vidoe, Andrew introduced the 
Orange Prep dancers, directed by Mr. Alonzo 
Hall, dance instructor. They performed 
gracefully, with enthusiastic  applause from 
the audience.  
 

Superintendent’s Report 
Superintendent Lee gave an overview of 
district activities and reported the results of 
the Board of School Estimates approval for the 
2016-2017 budget, during the public meeting 
on March 28. The issue of gross underfunding 
from the state was highlighted; as an outcome 
of the meeting, three sub-committees have 
been formed resulting from an initiative 
organized by the Honorable Mayor Dwayne 
D. Warren, Esq. Follow up activites, to 
mobilize the community and appeal to State 
legislators are planned. 
 

Student of the Month 
Superintendent Ronald C. Lee and Board of 
Education President, Ms. Cristina Mateo, 
presented students with certificates for being 
selected Student of the Month (SOTM). On a 
monthly basis, students are recognized for 
exemplary behavior, academics and 
citizenship by their school. 
 

 

 

 

 
Pictured (above and left): Orange Prep 
presentation slide and dancers. 
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Name School 
Clinton Obi   Orange High School 

Yuriah Drye 
Career and Innovation 
Academy of Orange 

Jessica Puli 
Orange Preparatory 
Academy 

Breanna Bey Cleveland Street School 

Tyrese Barker Rosa Parks Community 
School 

Shamia Fryer Park Avenue School 
Tyler Weekes Heywood Avenue School 
Jaylah 
Campbell  Forest Street School 
Christopher 
Ramsundar 

Oakwood Avenue 
Community School 

Fritz Louis  Lincoln Avenue School 
 
 

 
Pictured: Cleveland SOTM with parents, 
Superintendent Lee, Board President Mateo and 
Principal Dr. Cayce Cummins. 
 
 

 
Pictured: OACS SOTM with family, 
Superintendent Lee, Board President Mateo and 
Principal Mr. Robert Pettit.  
 

 
Pictured: CIAO SOTM with parents and 
Superintendent Lee, Board President Mateo 
and Co-Principal of OHS Mr. Jason Belton. 

 
Pictured: Orange Prep SOTM with parent, 
Superintendent Lee, Board President Mateo 
and Co-Principal Ms. Aretha Malloy and 
Assistant Principal Mr. Noel Cruz. 

 
Pictured: Park SOTM with parent, 
Superintendent Lee, Board President Mateo 
and Principal Dr. Myron Hackett. 

 
Pictured: Heywood SOTM with parent, 
Superintendent Lee, Board President Mateo 
and Principal Ms. Faith Alcantara. 
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 Pictured: Lincoln SOTM with family, 
Superintendent Lee, Board President Mateo and 
Principal Ms. Denise White.  

 
Pictured: RPCS SOTM with family, 
Superintendent Lee, Board President Mateo 
and Principal Ms. Debra Joseph-Charles  

 

 

Parent of the Month 
 
Ms. Katrina Coates was selected Parent 
of the Month. She is the parent of 
freshman, Andrew Coates, a talented 
student who recently appeared in The 
Wiz, as the title character. She is an 
active parent who regularly participates 
in monthly PTSO events, important 
school presentations, including Open 
House and Parent conferences, as well 
as other instructional and social 
gatherings at The Prep. Ms. Coates 
values and supports her son's 
educational journey and the faculty at 
Orange Prep. She appreciates what the 
school offers, stating, "My child is 

having a great experience at The Prep."  Ms. Coates is also a member of the district’s Parent 
Academy for 2016. Orange Preparatory Academy celebrates Mrs. Katrina Coates as Parent of 
the Month.  
 

National Board Certification 
 

Mrs. Felicia Smith-Louis, second grade teacher at 
Heywood Avenue School, was honored for 
completing National Board Certification in 
Literacy: Reading - English Language Arts/Early 
and Middle Childhood. Superintendent Lee and 
Board President Mateo presented Ms. Smith-
Louis with a certificate of achievement, along 
with her Principal, Ms. Faith Alcantara. They all 
acknowledged her hard work and perseverance 
in completing the National Board Certification 
process. 

Pictured: Mrs. Smith-Louis accepting her 
certificate of achievement from Board 
President Mateo, Superintendent Lee and 
Principal Faith Alcantara. 

Pictured: Ms. Coates with her son, Co- Principal 
Malloy, Superintendent Lee and Board President 
Mateo. 
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National Board Certification is Recognized as the “gold standard” in teacher certification.  

  
Pictured (left to right): Mrs. Smith, with Superintendent Lee, Board President Mateo and Principal 
Alcantara; Mrs. Smith-Louis is shown with her husband, Board President Mateo and Superintendent 
Lee. 
 

FYI 
2015-2016 School Spelling Bees Scheduled  

 

The Orange School District’s English Language Arts Department 
has announced the schedule for School Spelling Bees.  The district-
wide Spelling Bee will be held on Tuesday, May 24, from 9:00 a.m. - 
2:00 p.m., at Orange Preparatory Academy. See flyer below. 
 
The School Bees are as follows: 
 

SPELLING BEE 2015-2016 
School Date-Time 

CLEVELAND 
Thursday, May 12,  
9:00 a.m. (Grades 4-7); 1:00 p.m. (Grades 1-3) 

FOREST Wednesday, May 11, 2:00 p.m. 
HEYWOOD Friday, May 6, 1:00 p.m. 

LINCOLN 
Tuesday, May 3, 9:00 a.m. (Grades 1-2); Thursday, May 5, 9:00 a.m.  
(Grades 3-5); Tuesday, May 10, 9:00 a.m.  (Grades 6-7) 

OAKWOOD Week of May 9th (Time and Date TBD) 
PARK  Friday, May 6 - Time TBD 
RPCS School Bee Completed 
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See flyers below for additional events and activities! 
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