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Don’t Miss The Wiz, at Orange Prep, Tonight, April 1 at 7PM and April 2 at 1 and 6PM 

 
 

 

 

 

! PARCC Testing Grades 3-8, Monday, April 4 - Friday, May 13 
! PARCC Testing, High School, Monday, April 11 - Friday, May 20,  
! PARCC Testing, High School (Spring Block), Monday, April 25 - 

Friday, June 3  

See PARCC Testing Calendar Below, for Individual School Test Dates 

! The Wiz, Saturday, April 2, 1:00p.m. and 6:00 p.m. at Orange 
Preparatory Academy  

! Orange Public School District Job Fair, Saturday, April 2, 9:00 
a.m.- 12:00 p.m. at Lincoln Avenue School 

! OPA Art Opening at the Board of Education, Wednesday, April 6, 
6:00 - 7:00 p.m., at 451 Lincoln Avenue 

 
! Orange Board of Education Monthly Meeting, Tuesday, April 19, 

7:30 p.m. at Orange Preparatory Academy (OPA) 

Oakwood Avenue Community School Launches the “OACS” 
Mobile App 
Submitted by Mr. Robert Pettit, Principal, Oakwood Avenue Community School 

 

                        
(Available for FREE Download on your iPhone, Windows & Android Device) 
 
Oakwood Avenue Community School (OACS) is pleased to announce the official 
release of the “OACS” mobile app.  This initiative has been years in the making, 
and the day is finally here. 
 
The movement to create the app was started by the school’s principal, Mr. Robert 
Pettit.  He wanted to find an easy way for parents and the community to be kept 
up-to-date on what was going on in the school, as well the availability of 
resources to support students, parents, and families.   
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He realized that not everyone had a computer and/or internet access at home, 
and those who did were not spending time viewing the school’s website; but 
everyone did have a mobile device with internet access. He wanted to provide 
the entire school community with easy access to the same information as the 
school’s website, and thus the idea was born. 
 
“This is just the beginning,” said Mr. Pettit. “It’s innovation like this that solidifies 
Oakwood Avenue Community School as the Little School Doing BIG THINGS! Stay 
with us and watch us grow!”   
 
The “OACS” mobile includes the following: 
 

About Us -   
(School Overview) 

• Mission/Vision 
• After School Programs 
• Clubs  
• The Community Room 
• The Health Clinic 

 
The Parent Portal 

• Access Overall Student Grades 
• Assignments/Grades   
• Upcoming/Missing or Incomplete 

Assignments 
 
Helpful Links 

• Parents 
o A Parent’s Guide to Internet 

Safety 
o Common Core Standards (What 

Parents Need to Know) 
o Living Life Online 
o PARCC for Parents 
o Orange Board of Ed. Website 
o Harassment Intimidation and 

Bullying Handbooks (English, 
Spanish and Creole) 

• Students 
o Learning.com 
o Read180 eReads 
o Readorium 
o Study Island 
o Vocabulary/Spelling City 

 

Event Calendar -  
(Which can be Directly Synced with the 
Calendar on your Mobile Device) 
 
Food Menu -  
(Monthly)  

• Breakfast 
• Lunch  
• Snack 
• Supper Program 

 
School News -  
(Same Articles as the District’s Email Blast) 
 
Report Bullying  

• Completed form is sent directly to our 
School’s Bullying Specialist. 

 
Contact Us 

• Address and Phone Number 
• Directions to the School – (Which can 

be synced to the GPS on your mobile 
device and provide turn by turn 
directions) 

 
Notifications –  
(Similar to Phone Blast – you will receive an 
alert right on your mobile device) 

• Emergency Notifications (School 
closings, early dismissals) 

• Reminders (1/2 days, progress 
reports, report cards) 

• School Event reminders. 
 
A portion of the app will be maintained and updated by OACS’s 
MicroSociety students, under the supervision of the schools 
MicroSociety and Technology Coordinator, Ms. Linda Lloyd.   
 
The “OACS” Mobile App – Everything You Need to Know in the 
Palms of your Hands. DOWLOAD IT TODAY!!! 
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Voices in Harmony at Kids In Concert 2016 
  

On March 11, Voices in Harmony (ViH), Orange High School’s 
select choir, represented the Orange school district at the 
Education Law Center’s 2016 Kids in Concert (KIC) at Long 
Branch High School. They performed Home Foundation by the 
group Up With People, as arranged by ViH director, Mr. David 
Milnes. 

At the performance, Marlena Browne, a ViH graduating senior 
(pictured left with Mr. Milnes and KIC officials) received a 
$1,000 college scholarship. Mr. Milnes was pleased with the 
group’s performance and thrilled with Marlena’s award, 
stating,  “I am very proud of their hard work. I have a very 
talented squad!”  

 
Pictured (left to right): ViH group photo and during the March 11 performance at KIC. 

 
Cleveland Street Students Honor the May Family 
Submitted by Dr. Cayce Cummins, Principal, Cleveland Street School   

On March 24, at the repast for the May family members who perished tragically in a fire at 
their home, Dr. Cayce J. Cummins, Principal of Cleveland Street School, presented the family 
with a mural.  It was created by students in grades K - 7, with love and sympathy, for the 
second grader who suffered in the blaze. The mural, Our Hearts Memorial was presented with 
the following caption: 

“In Memory Of The May Family, Our Hearts Go Out To Them.” 

 

    
Pictured: Our Hearts Memorial by Cleveland Street students. 
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Forest Street School March Activities 
Submitted by Mr. Steven Dourdis, Family Liaison, Forest Street School 

The month of March was a busy time for 
Forest Street School, with the hosting of 
three events, A Night at the Apollo on March 
3, Family Math Night on March 10, and Dr. 
Seuss Green Eggs and Ham Breakfast held 
on March 18. 

Night at the Apollo Theater  

To commemorate Women’s and Black 
History Month, the students of Forest Street 
School hosted a Night at the Apollo Theater 
on March 3. The event included live student 
portrayals of significant African-American 
celebrities and historical figures, and 
included musical performances, poetry 
readings, and dance routines honoring 
Rosa Parks, Maya Angelou, Michelle 
Obama, Nikki Giovanni, and Misty 
Copeland.  

Also performing was Ms. Queenella 
Gibson, a Forest Street parent, who is 
thanked for her special guest appearance 
and rendition of Lauryn Hill’s  Killing Me 
Softly. 

 

 
Pictured: Scenes from A Night at the Apollo. 

Family Math Night  

On March 10, Forest Street School hosted a 
Family Math Night, to provide parents with 
methods that will enable them to help their 
children practice math outside the 
classroom. Also present were two special 
guests, Mr. Eric Oden from New York Life 
Insurance and Dr. Irving Childress, a local 
tax consultant serving East Orange and 
Orange for over 30 years, to provide 
parents with vital tax information and 
financial assistance.  

The event included grade-appropriate 
stations, each with games, strategies, and 
methods to help parents understand what 
their child is learning and how to help them 
at home. Staff members volunteered to 
facilitate each station and offered 
instructions in both standard and 
technological mediums to give parents 
access to multiple resources.  

 

 
Pictured: Scenes from Family Math Night. 
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Pictured: Ms. Queenella Gibson singing Killing 
me Softly. 

 
 

Pictured: Brittany Craig and Jeff Dorch serving 
Forest Street School parents and students. 
 
Forest Street School expresses “heartfelt 
gratitude and thanks” to Hat City Kitchen, 
Christian Piscoya, Brittany Craig, and Jeff 
Dorch, for their support of the event and 
school. Hat City Kitchen kindly donated 
delicious trays of jambalaya and corn 
bread, and facilitated the event by helping 
setup, serve, and clean up.  

Forest Street School acknowledges Hat City 
Kitchen for their contributions and 
involvement, as the school looks to 
strengthen its partnership and continue 
working together in the future.  

Mr. William Donnelly, ESL teacher, and Ms. 
Avril Bogle, art instructor, are also thanked 
for organizing and advertising the event.  

 

 
Pictured: Scenes from Family Math Night. 
 
The Family Math Night was a huge success, 
with community support from both Jersey 
Mike’s Subs and Master Pizza. They are 
thanked for their donations and continued 
support of Forest Street School.   

 

Also thanked is Yoobi, a school and office 
supply company, for their generous 
donations of supplies such as binders, key 
chains, and other stationary. Yoobi has 
kindly donated boxes of classroom supplies 
to Forest Street School in support of 
students’ education, over the last year.   
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Dr. Seuss Green Eggs and Ham Breakfast  
 
On March 18, Forest Street School hosted a 
student breakfast for pre-K, through second 
graders, to honor Dr. Seuss and to raise 
awareness of the wonders of reading. The 
event included a breakfast of green eggs and 
ham, a live student presentation of a Dr. 
Seuss book, and a special guest appearance 
by The Cat in the Hat! Both staff and parent 
volunteers helped facilitate the event by 

decorating, cooking, serving, and cleaning, as students celebrated the indelible legacy of 
Dr. Seuss.  
 
Ms. Rebecca Kenyon was responsible for planning and organizing the event and ensured that 
it ran smoothly. We would like to acknowledge her efforts and thank her for making the 
event so successful. 
 

   
Pictured: Scenes from Forest Street School’s Dr. Seuss Green Eggs and Ham Breakfast. 

 

Orange Prep Academy STEM Family Night at Liberty Science 
Center 
Submitted by Ms. Samantha Fossella, Assistant Principal, Orange Preparatory Academy 

 
On the evening of March 16, 2016, Orange Preparatory 
Academy’s students, families and staff visited Liberty 
Science Center for a STEM family event. The night was full of 
fun and learning for all from beginning to end. Greeted first 
by a giant Hoberman Sphere, the Orange Community moved 
from activity to activity to experience science and STEM 
subjects. Exhibits included the Energy Quest, Eat and Be 
Eaten, Communication, Infection Connection, Our Hudson 
Home, Skyscraper! and Pixel Palooza. A student and family 
favorite was the Infinity Climber, a suspended multi-story 
play space 35 feet above the atrium floor, the Rock Wall 
Climb Challenge, and the Touch Tunnel. Ms. Samantha 

Fossella, Assistant Principal and the Science Department at Orange Preparatory Academy 
organized the STEM family night in collaboration with Ms. Stephanie Desanges, Community 
School Coordinator and Ms. Fatima Hubbard, Family Liaison.  
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Pictured: Scenes from OPA’s STEM family night at Liberty Science Center. 

 
Berry’s Butterflies Art Project 
Submitted by Ms. Malika Berry, School Social Worker and Advisor, Berry’s Butterflies, Orange 
Preparatory Academy 

 
The Berry’s Butterflies, a 
female mentoring group 
hosted at Orange 
Preparatory Academy, 
participated in the art 
project, organized by Ms. 
Malika Berry, the group’s 
advisor, and taught by 
her sister, Ms. Cassandra 
McClary.  The event, held 

after school on March 23 and 24, was the first of 
many art projects and was initiated to show 
creativity and collaboration. Thirty of the 43 
members of the group produced close to 40 art 
pieces. The young women worked together 
and encouraged one another, being true to 
the motto of Berry's Butterflies, Where A 
Caterpillar Becomes Her True Self.   

The artwork will be on display at Orange 
Prep’s Literacy Night, on Thursday, April 28. 
The “Butterflies” will be sponsored by the 
PTSO that night for an art show and sale.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
Pictured (above and left): Berry’s Butterflies 
showing their artwork. 
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Parent Academy 2016 Cohorts, Planting the Seeds of Knowledge 
 
 

The 2016 Parent Academy members were formally 
introduced on March 17, at the Board of Education 
Administrative Offices. The meeting, Parent 
Academy, Planting the Seeds of Knowledge, was a 
welcome reception, as the 2015 graduates and 
Parent Academy Executive Committee introduced 
themselves to the new cohorts. The meeting was 

facilitated by Mr. Elliot Lee, Community Engagement Officer and Community School 
Coordinators, Mr. Barry Devone, Ms. Rachael Bland and Ms. Stephanie Desanges. Guests 
were Ms. Cristina Mateo, Board of Education President, Dr. Paula Howard, Deputy 
Superintendent, Dr. Terri Russo, Director of Curriculum, Instruction, Professional 
Development, and Data Assessment and school principals. 

Along with introductions, there were opening remarks from Mr. Elliot Lee, the President of 
the Parent Academy Executive Committee, Mr. Dwight Holmes, and Ms. Cristina Mateo. Ms. 
Mateo commended the parents for becoming involved, stating that she has several children 
in the school district and knows the importance of parental engagement. Dr. Russo presented 
an overview of Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) and 
Dr. Howard gave her perspective on the testing.   

Mr. Devone discussed the upcoming workshops scheduled for the remainder of the school 
year, in the Spring 2016 Course Catalog, including Parents as Leaders, Numbers and Nutrition 
and Raising Children in an Internet World. A Parent Academy Graduation is tentatively 
scheduled for June 15.  

The Parent Academy’s mission is to support overall student achievement by providing families 
with learning opportunities and resources that will enable them to become more involved in 
their children’s educational success.  

 

Pictured: 2016 Parent Academy members, listed below. 
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Pictured: Dr. Terri Russo. 

  
Pictured (left to right): Board President Mateo; 
Dr. Paula Howard. 

 
 

    
Pictured (left to right): Ms. Desanges and Mr Devone; Mr. Holmes addressing audience; Ms. 
Desanges and Ms. Bland. 

 

   
Pictured: Parent introductions during the Parent Academy 2016 Welcome Reception.  

 

 

1. Rhonda Willis Cleveland St. 
2. Samira Sewell Cleveland St. 
3. Tamala Patterson Cleveland St. 
4. Yokasta Ferrand Cleveland St. 
5. Alisson Mohan Forest Street 
6. Rhonda Davis Heywood Ave 
7. Jamie Summers Johnson Heywood Ave 
8. Therese Exantus Lincoln Ave 
9. Adelaida Castro Lincoln Ave 
10. Ana P. Aguiriano Oakwood Ave 
11. Ann Marie Jones Oakwood Ave 
12. Nafeesa Chadwick Oakwood Ave 
13. Angela Tavares Oakwood Ave 
14. Anastasia Maharaj OECC 
15. Katrina Coates Orange Prep 
16. Latifa Barr Orange Prep 
17. Sueann Gravesande Park Ave 
18. Onell James Park Ave 
19. Shaheed Rogers Rosa Parks 
20. Tisa Singleton Rosa Parks 
21. Margareth Jean Rosa Parks 
22. Arlene Mitchell Rosa Parks 
23. Vierlande Barthelemy Rosa Parks 
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High School’s Torbotix Compete in Local Tournaments 
Submitted by: Mr. Ederson Jean, Cisco teacher at Orange High School and Mr. Matthew 
Vigorita, Math teacher at Career and Innovation Academy of Orange  

Earlier this March, Orange High School’s robotics 
team Torbotix competed in the First Robotics 
Competition at Mount Olive High School.  Their 
robot went face to face with machines from 39 
high schools in the mid-Atlantic area.  It had to 
scale obstacles, including moats and 
drawbridges and shoot fake boulders at a 
castle.   

This was no easy task. 
The students spent 
weeks building and 
programming their 
technological wonder, in 
preparation for the 
event. They created a 
fully functional robot 
with limited materials, in 

a short amount of time.  With the help of team 
mentors, students made sure their robot met the 
specifications that would allow them to compete. 
This required a large amount of concentration 
and creativity, They faced many challenges 
before they arrived at the competition. 

FIRST Stronghold was a three-day challenge. The 
Torbotix team had several jobs to get done while 
competing. Teammates had to check and double-
check that the robot would pass the inspection. 
They also had to check out the robots from other 
teams, because they had to form alliances that 
would help them advance to the finals. After each 
qualification round, the team repaired the robot’s 
battle wounds and trained for the next round.   

The students’ learning experience wasn’t limited 
to science and technology.  They also furthered 
their education in teamwork, politics and 
perseverance. This will get them ready for the 
next battle in April. 

Torbotix members are: Jethro Cadet, Riene 
Wilson, Nathan Rene Shockey, Jordanne 
Davenport, Oniel Acosta, Frandy Pena, Marc 
Cadet, Joy Best, Nakiyah Jones, and Valerie 
Barnave. The advisors are Mr. Ederson Jean 
(OHS) and Mr. Matthew Vigorita (CIAO). 

 
 

 

 
 

  
Pictured (above): Torbotix at the First 
Stronghold competition at Mt. Olive High 
School. 
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Scholars Academy Celebrates Gifted and Talented Awareness 
Month 
 

During the week of March 21, Scholars 
Academy held an Open House in celebration of 
Gifted and Talented Awareness Month. 
Families and district personnel were invited to 
visit the classrooms and see what students are 
doing. On March 22, the morning was open to 
district administrators and parents who visited, 
while 5th and 6th grade students were in 
attendance.  Visitors included Ms. Kathy 
Carter, Director of English Language Arts and 
Testing (pictured right) and the district’s 
Assistant Principals.  

The range of activities was vast:  

• Students in the math class were engaged in 
budgeting for a trip to a desired destination.  

• In English Language Arts (ELA), students 
worked on talking points for their 
involvement in a community project 
regarding changes to the city related to 
Route 280 - the Reverse Archeology Project.  

• In science class, students worked on a 
variety of projects including constructing an 
alarm. 

• In STEM class, several students were 
creating animated or bridge projects.  

Students were engaging, as they explained 
their activities to visitors.  

 
Pictured: Assistant Principals at Scholars Academy. 
 

 
Pictured: Open House at Scholars Academy. 

 

 

 

 

 
Pictured: Open House at Scholars Academy, 
including Math, ELA, STEM and Science 
classes. 
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Pictured: Open House at Scholars Academy, 
including Math, ELA, STEM and Science classes. 

 

 

 
Pictured: Open House at Scholars Academy, 
including Math, ELA, STEM and Science 
classes. 

  
   
 

Pi Day at Scholars Academy 
Submitted by Mrs. Karen Machuca, Principal, Scholars Academy/Orange Early Childhood 
Center II  
 
Pi Day (March 14) was a unique experience for students in the Scholars Academy program, 
as they were able to “Pi” Principal Karen Machuca throughout the whole week.  Making math 
and science connections with some fundraising efforts, the students were able to buy shaving 
cream pies for $1.00 and throw them at Principal Machuca. It was quite messy, but so worth 
it!  One student actually purchased 10 pies and thought it was so cool to throw them at 
someone. Also, staff members were given a free pie, to join the fun. 
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Note: The Wiz will begin at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday and Friday. 

 

 

 

 



 15 

 

 



 16 

 



 17 

 

 

 

 

 



 18 

 


