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! Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 18 - District Closed 
! Professional Development Day, January 27 & 28, 12:30 p.m. 

Dismissal for Students 
! OHS and OPA Winter Dance Concert, January 29, 7:00 p.m. at OPA 

  
Rosa Parks Community School Family Seminar Series: Fire 
Safety 
Submitted by Mr. Barry R. Devone III, Community School Coordinator, Rosa Parks Community 
School 
 

As part of the Rosa Parks Community 
School (RPCS) Family Seminar Series, 
representatives of the Orange Fire 
Department gave a “Fire Safety” 
presentation. Fire Director Kenneth M. 
Douglas and Captain Padilla provided 
attendees with information on fire 
prevention best practices and how to react 
if they are ever faced with the unfortunate 
circumstance of dealing with a fire. 

Mayor Warren was also in attendance. He 
provided the audience with words of 
encouragement and even served coffee 
while the presenters were preparing for 
the event! Several firemen from the 
department were in attendance, as well. 

One of the attendees, a recent victim of a 
fire, was able to have a discussion with a 
fireman who helped her during the 
experience. Several of the attendees 
signed up to have smoke detectors 
installed in their homes. All of the 
participants felt the presentations were 
informative and are looking forward to the 
next Fire Safety event. 

 

 
Pictured: Scenes from RPCS “Fire Safety” 
presentation. 
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Pictured (above and 
right): Scenes from 
RPCS “Fire Safety” 
presentation, including 
Director Kenneth M. 
Douglas and Mayor 
Dwayne D. Warren 
(left). 
 

 

 
 

 

Oakwood Places at the Woodbridge Youth Bridge Tournament 
Submitted by Ms. Pamela Venable, School Counselor, Oakwood Avenue Community School 

Congratulations to the 2nd and 4th place winners at the Woodbridge Youth Bridge 
Tournament, held in November of 2015. Barry Caldwell, a current 9th grader at Orange 
Preparatory Academy, and 6th grader Edwin Thomas came in second place. Both have 
participated in National Tournaments in Atlanta, GA and Chicago, IL. The 4th place winners 
were Tyrese Thompson and Emmanuel Rodriguez. 

  
Pictured: Scenes from the Woodbridge Bridge Tournament. 
 
Several former Oakwood students continue to participate in the Oakwood Avenue 
Community School Bridge Program. We now have an Oakwood Community Bridge Team 
grade 3 through grade 12.  The older students serve as mentors and help to reinforce 
positive social behavior. We are off to a great start! Participants will compete locally in 
preparation for the National Tournament in Washington, DC in July 2016. 
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Pictured: Scenes from the Woodbridge Bridge Tournament. 

 
 
Park Avenue School Winter Concert 2015 

 
The Park Avenue School (PAS) Winter Concert took place on 
December 15. After opening remarks from Principal Dr. Myron 
Hackett (pictured left) and greetings from Superintendent of 
Schools, Ronald C. Lee, the audience was entertained by the PAS 
Band, the Primary Choir, the 3rd Grade Choir and the PAS 4th-7th 
Grade Choir.  

The performance began with vocal selections led by Mr. Scott 
Clark. The Intermediate Choir sang Deck the Halls and the 

Chipmunk Song. He also led students on the ukulele and guitar, featuring Deicka Jean 
Charles and Jairo Carchi Paucar, playing C Winter Blues. The Third Grade Choir and the K-2 
Choir followed with other seasonal classics including Let it Snow and Jolly Old Saint Nicholas. 
Little Snowflake was also performed accompanied by Jayden Moinvil on the piano and 
ukulele and guitar students from K-2 and Ms. Versella’s class. 

Mr. Thaddeus Hammond, band director, led students in a Big Band Medley and A Child is 
Born, featuring Jonathan Tarver, Janael Molo and Ibrihima Sako.  The finale was Winter 
Fantasy/Jingle Bells. 

   

   
Pictured: Scenes from Park Avenue’s Winter Concert. 
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Orange Preparatory Academy Winter Concert 2015 
 
  

The Orange Preparatory Academy 
concert on December 17 included vocal 
music, instrumental music and special 
presentations by the Orange 
Preparatory Academy Drama Club.  

 
Co-Principal, Ms. 
Aretha Malloy 
(pictured left) gave 
opening remarks 
after the Pledge of 
Allegiance. The 
concert then began 
with the Orange 

Preparatory Academy Chorus directed 
by Mr. Peter Abazia. They sang Amani 
(Peace), a traditional Swahili song and In 
the Bleak Midwinter and Imagine 
accompanied by Mr. David Milnes, 
Orange High School’s vocal music 
teacher. They also reprised a song 
performed during the school’s Hispanic 
Heritage Program, Stand By Me, among 
other tunes. Ms. Dorcas Robinson, 
directing the Orange Preparatory 
Academy Concert Band, followed them. 
The band played Sounds of Joy, Deck the 
Halls, Winter Wonderland and Jingle 
Bells.  
 
Mr. Michael Seidel, directed the drama 
students in several poetry readings and 
comedic performances. The students 
and Mr. Seidel presented the Twas the 
Night Before the Holidays spoof, 
featuring Curtis Mark and Derrick 
Victor. Next was a Lip Sync Battle with 
All I Want for Christmas featuring Slomit 
Ortega, Richana Drummond and the 
Drama Eight Girls. The drama portion 
ended with selected scenes from Alice 
in Wonderland featuring Takiyah Head, 
Anaija Hilliard, David Guzman, Tayah 
Lewter, Nestasia Paisley and Gina 
Zhinin.  

 

 

  

 

 

 
Pictured (above): Scenes from OPA Winter 
Concert. 
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Lincoln Avenue School Winter Concert 2015 
 

The Lincoln Avenue Winter Concert took place on December 21. After 
welcome remarks by Assistant Principal, Mr. Patrick Yearwood (pictured 
left), the concert opened with the full chorus, led by Mrs. Wendy Mir, 
surrounded the audience and singing In This House. After the students 
exited, the band played two selections, Good King Wenceslas and Jolly 
Old St. Nicholas, directed by Sem Etienne. Mr. Etienne later directed solo 
performances by Rose-Marie Jones (Clarinet) and William Moiett 
(Saxophone) playing Ode to Joy and O Come All Ye Faithful, respectively. 

    
Pictured (above): Scenes from Lincoln Avenue School’s Winter Concert. 
 

Ms. Mir’s Grade 5 - 7 chorus performed several winter and holiday themed songs including 
One Day in December, A New Year Carol and Drummer Boy/Peace on Earth, featuring Alvin 
Jeune, Justin Gamble, Stherlie Previlon, Kashima Smith and Imani Bell. The Music Club 
students sang Winter Canon acapella, due to technical difficulties, and did a wonderful job.  

   
Pictured (above): Scenes from Lincoln Avenue School’s Winter Concert. 
 

Mrs. Michelle Paradise led her students in a variety of dance performances across a number 
of popular genres, from a hip hop remix of Dance of the Sugar Plum, to J’ai Ho, Ease on Down 
the Road from the Wiz and ending with the popular Fight Song by Rachel Platten. The 
dancers energized the audience and left everyone in a festive mood. 

    

   
Pictured (above): Scenes from Lincoln Avenue School’s Winter Concert. 
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FYI 

Financial Literacy Workshop Series 
 

Oakwood Avenue Community School (OACS), in partnership with 
Valley National Bank, is extending the school’s Financial Literacy 
Workshop Series to all parents and staff district-wide. This month’s 
seminar will provide valuable information on building wealth 
through budgeting and saving. The workshop will take place on 
Wednesday, January 20, 2016, from 5:30 p.m.- 6:30 p.m. at OACS, 

located at 135 Oakwood Avenue, in the library.  

For additional information you may contact the school at 973-677-4095. See flyer below. 

 
Preschool Registration Dates for January and February  

 

The Orange Early Childhood Department has scheduled 
preschool registration, for the 2015 - 2016 school year, on 
Tuesdays during the months of January and February. 

Please see the flyers below for registration requirements 
and times.  For more information, call 973-677-4500, ext. 
1904 or 1918. See flyers below. 

 
 

See upcoming issues for Heywood Avenue School’s annual Alumni Day event and a review 

of the Orange Winter Dance Intensive. 

  
Pictured (left to right): Heywood Avenue School Alumni; Some of the students who attended the 
Orange Dance Intensive. 
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