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 District Back to School Night – See the following chart or 
flyer below.  

 Friday, September 28, “4th Friday” for the Orange Public 
School District, “Where We Do Great Things,” – Staff may 
dress down in district apparel. 

 Friday, September 28, Million Fathers March – “Dads 
Take Your Child to School Day!” See save the date flyer 
below. 

 

Back to School Night 

School Date Time 

Scholars Academy September 24 6:15 PM 

Orange High School September 24 5:00-7:00 PM 

STEM Innovation Academy of the Oranges September 25 5:30 PM 

Orange Early Childhood Center September 25 6:00 PM 

Orange Early Childhood Center September 26 6:00 PM 

Rosa Parks Community School 

 Grades PreK-3 

 Grades 4-7 

September 26 
 4:30-6:00 PM 

 6:30-8:00 PM 

Cleveland Street School at Our Lady of the Valley September 27 6:00 PM 

 

Back-to-School Night at Orange Preparatory Academy 

 

Leading off the back to school events for district 

families was Orange Preparatory Academy on 

September 14, just three days after the opening of 

school. The event began with a rousing tribute by 

the Orange High School Mighty Marching Tornadoes 

and Dancers, at the front of the school (pictured left). 

Families were briefed with the year’s district goals 

and objectives, part achievements and motto, 

“Come Together!”, which encompass the school’s 

determination for success.  One of the hallmarks of 

this motto is the institution of first Mondays, a 

monthly walk-in parent conference, the initial 

meeting which will be held on October 1, from 3:00 

to 3:45 p.m.  Principal Dana Gaines, in introducing the conferences, encouraged parents to 

take advantage of this forum to discuss issues or concerns they may have about the progress 

of their child during the school year. 

mailto:purkisjo@orange.k12.nj.us
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Parents were introduced to the school administrative 

team, Assistant Principals Oliverto Agosto, Dr. Shadin 

Belal, and Samantha Fossella, and heard from the 

school counselor and Harassment Intimidation and 

Bullying (HIB) advisor, Ms. Malika Berry, who gave a 

brief overview to parents about the district’s HIB 

policy.  Parents and students next visited classrooms, 

by subject area, to discuss curriculum and expectations for 8th and 9th grade students.  The 

hallways were decorated with encouraging posters for all to see (pictured above). 

   

     

   
Pictured: Scenes from Back to School Night at Orange Preparatory Academy.  

 

       

Forest Street Community School’s Back-to-School Night 
 

Forest Street Community School’s presentation to families on back-to-school night began 

with welcoming remarks from Principal Dr. Yancisca Lofton Cooke and introductions from 

Assistant Principal Nyree Delgado, teachers by grade levels and by specialty. There was an 

impassioned plea from a Kindergarten paraprofessional, Mrs. Teresa Repiscak, reminding 

everyone of the importance of family support. 

Dr. Cooke proudly displayed her school’s achievement on the PARCC exams, where Forest 

exceeded the state average for grades 5 and 6 in English Language Arts and was recognized 

by the district for being one of the top two schools in Orange for growth in PARCC scores.  

She also noted that the school achieved the highest Student Growth Percentile in the district. 

Additionally, Dr. Cooke detailed improvements needed in Math proficiency and wants 

parents to take advantage of a Saturday program that will be instituted for students requiring 

additional support. 
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Pictured: Scenes from Back-to-School Night at Forest Street Community School. 

 

Jaquelin Murphy, school guidance counselor and anti-bullying specialist discussed the 

district’s HIB policy and Hydah Ndiku, school nurse, discussed when to keep children at 

home due to illness. 

Dr. Cooke introduced Ernesto Lorenzo, the school’s new community school coordinator, who 

discussed Forest Street becoming a Community School, and the opening of a resource room 

for family members. Also introduced were AmeriCorps and FoodCorps members who will 

be supporting school programs.  

Parents were encouraged to fill out school surveys, for a chance to win a bicycle, before 

visiting their child’s classroom.    

 

Congratulations to the Reading Royalty 
 

The English Language Arts Department challenged district students to become ‘Reading 

Royal’ by logging books read on summer break.  Students were encouraged to become 

Kings and Queens and vie to be top readers at their grade level or school to receive a prize 

in the “Road to Reading Royalty” contest. 
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Congratulations to the students who participated in the summer reading initiative: 

Name School Grade Royalty 

Jayden  Moinvil Park Avenue  5 King 

Lorena Calle Park Avenue 3 Queen 

Noah Bonneau Rosa Parks Community 2 Knight 

Zachary Bonneau  Rosa Parks Community K Knight 

Corrine Merritt  Park Avenue 1 Knight 

Ryan Flemming-Basdeo  Scholars Academy PreK Squire 

Tyler Merritt Park Avenue 2 Squire 

Shahyan Abraham  Orange High 12 Squire 

Angelica Deoleo Orange High 11 Squire 

Alzamir Saleem  Rosa Parks Community 1 Squire 

 

The Park Avenue School students, “crowned” King and Queen, read 52 and 25 books 

respectively.  Congratulations to all who read a good book this summer!  “We hope that 

students were able to reap the rewards of spending time with the written word,” stated 

Director of English Language Arts, Karen Harris.  “Great job!” 

 

Bingo and Breakfast Grandparent’s Day at Forest Street 

Community School 
Submitted by Ernesto Lorenzo, Community School Coordinator, Forest Street Community 

School 

This year, Forest Street Community School 

hosted its annual Grandparent’s Day on 

September 21.  The event was well 

received, with over 50 grandparents in 

attendance.  The grandparents 

participated, alongside their 

grandchildren, in a Math Bingo.  As math 

problems were announced, grandparents 

and grandchildren alike solved problems 

together and filled their cards.  The winners 

were given a series of prizes such as 

candles and picture frames.  Breakfast, 

including pastries, was served to the guests 

during the event.   

  

 

 
Pictured: Scenes from Grandparent’s Day at 

Forest Street Community School. 
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Pictured: Scenes from Grandparent’s Day at Forest Street Community School. 
 
 

FYI 

October 2018 Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

Submitted by Mohammed Abdelaziz, Assistant Principal-Athletics, Orange High School 

 

In support of Breast Cancer Awareness Month, Orange HS Athletics, 

along with Orange Public Schools, has made an extraordinary effort over 

the past 9 years to take a stand against this disease. As a society, and 

nation, we all have felt the pain that cancer can cause to our families, 

friends, and neighbors. Since we are approaching the month of October, 

National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, the athletic department is 

again selling T-shirts to raise money for breast cancer research. T-shirts 

will be on sale at all main offices, in each school within the district, for a 

donation of $20.  

 

As a reward, those who purchase a T-shirt and wear it to the annual “Pink Out” football game 

on Saturday, October 6, 2018, will receive free-admission to see Orange High School vs. 

Barringer High School, 4:00 p.m., at Bell Stadium. Additionally, Interim Superintendent 

Ronald C. Lee has approved a district wide dress down day on Friday, October 5, to support 

the cause. Staff will contribute a $5 donation and students a $1 donation to dress down and 

wear pink. 

This donation, as well as all proceeds, will go directly to the American Cancer 

Society during half-time at the game. Please join the athletic department in this endeavor, for 

each dollar raised is a potential life saved.   

 

Orange Adult School Opens the School Year with Free ESL Classes 

 

The Orange Adult School, in conjunction with the Jewish Vocational Services, 

is offering English as a Second Language (ESL) classes to Orange residents, 

free of charge. The classes will be held Tuesdays and Thursdays, beginning 

October 9, 2018, at the Orange Public Library and Rosa Parks Community 

School. To enroll in the class, participants must take a literacy test. The final 

test will be given on Thursday, September 25, 6:15 p.m. at   Rosa Parks 

Community School, 369 Main Street. Testing will take approximately 2 hours, and no 

children will be allowed. 

For more information contact Lynn Sternstein at 862-704-229. See flyers below for 

details. 
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Preschool Registration for 2018-2019 

 

The Orange Public School District Early Childhood Program has 

scheduled registration for the 2018-2019 school year, for Tuesday, 

September 25, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., with the last sign-in at 12:00 

p.m., at the Orange Early Childhood Center (OECC), located at 397 Park 

Avenue in Orange.   

The Orange Board of Education provides a full day preschool education 

for all three and four year old residents of Orange. There is no fee for the 

school day (8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.).   

The registration requirements are:  

 3 or 4 years old by 10/01/18  
 Must be resident of Orange Township  
 Original Birth Certificate  
 Child's Immunization Record  
 Current Lease or Mortgage Statement (Note: If you are living with a friend or relative, you 

must be included in their lease agreement. Notarized letters stating you rent a 

room/apartment/house will not be accepted.) 

 2 Current Proofs of Residency (i.e. PSE&G bill, telephone or cable bill) 
 Picture ID of the Parent 

Additionally, the Orange Early Childhood Program includes all children regardless of 

abilities. If parents are concerned about how their preschool child is developing or learning 

differently, they can call the district to request an evaluation for preschool special education 

and related services. 

For more information about preschool registration call 973-677-4000 ext. 1922. See flyers 

below for details. 
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SEE IMPORTANT FLYERS BELOW 
C H E C K  T H E  D I S T R I C T  W E B S I T E  C A L E N D A R  F O R  E V E N T S  A N D  A C T I V I T I E S .  

 

 

https://www.orange.k12.nj.us/Page/2
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S E E  C A L E N D A R  F O R  U P D A T E S !  
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