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• Saturday, August 19, Zumba Fundraiser, in memory of Ms. Baneesha 
Nicely, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., Rosa Parks Community School (Proceeds 
to benefit the Sickle Cell Foundation) 

• Saturday, August 26, Orange Preparatory Academy Student Orientation: 
Grade 8 at 9:30 .m. and Grade 9 at 10:30 a.m. 

• Tuesday, August 29, Orange High School Grade 10 and 11 Class 
Orientation, 6:00 p.m. 

• Tuesday, August 29, Special Board of Education meeting, 7:30 p.m. at the 
Administrative Offices 

• Wednesday, August 30, Orange High School Grade 12 Class Orientation, 
6:00 p.m. 
 

Summer Camp Presents the Solar System Extravaganza  
 

Approximately 55 students participated in the 
K-3 Summer Breakthrough Program for the 
English Language Arts (ELA) Department this 
year. The students attended the program from 
July 5 – July 27. On the last day of the 
program, students in Mrs. Rose Morrisroe’s 
Summer Literacy Class, for second and third 
graders, presented the Solar System 
Extravaganza.  

The theme for the class was  “Solar System - 
We Are Out of This World With Knowledge.” 
Each student presented his or her 
composition about individual planets. They 
read their work, including citations, in a clear 
and concise manner, adding personal 
thoughts and reflections. They ended with a 
lively solar system dance around the sun (Mrs. 
Morrisroe) and invited parents and guests to 
view the various stages of their work 
displayed around the classroom.  

Parents and guests, including the Director of 
ELA, Ms. Karen Harris, were given a lovely 
booklet of all of the compositions.  

    

 

 
Pictured (above): Mrs. Rose Morrisroe’s 
Summer Literacy Class. 
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Pictured: Scenes from Mrs. Rose Morrisroe’s Summer Literacy Class/Solar System Extravaganza.  

 

 

Summer Robotics Camp 
 

The Orange Public School District’s Mathematics and Science Department, directed by Dr. 
Tina Powell, offered a 4-week Summer Robotics Camp, from July 5 – July 27, at Rosa Parks 
Community School. The camp has been offered for the past three summers, in an effort to 
support a strong robotics program at each district school. The camp was segmented into two 
groups, the First Lego Robotics Summer Camp for rising Grades 5 – 8 students and the FIRST 
Robotics Competition (FRC) Summer Camp for Grade 9 – 12 students. 
 
FIRST LEGO introduces students to real-world engineering challenges by building LEGO-
based robots to complete tasks on a thematic playing surface.  The First Lego Robotics 
Summer Program gave students the opportunity to (1) design, build, test and program 
robots using LEGO EV3® technology, (2) apply real-world math and science concepts, (3) 
research challenges facing today’s scientists, (4) learn critical thinking, team-building and 
presentation skills, and (5) participate in a tournament.  
 

   
  

   
Pictured (above): Summer Robotics Camp tournament on July 27. 
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The FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC) introduces students to real-world engineering 
challenges by building robots to complete tasks on a 27’ x 54’ playing surface. The summer 
program provided students with the opportunity to (1) design, build, test and program 
robots (2) apply real-world math and science concepts, (3) learn electrical and mechanical 
engineering and computer programming (4) learn critical thinking, team-building and 
presentation skills, (5) participate in a tournament and (6) Learn about scholarship 
opportunities.  

    
Pictured (left to right):  Interim Superintendent Lee and Mayor Warren chat with Dr. Powell at the 
Robotics Tournament; Scenes from the Robotics Tournament. 
 

The culminating activity, closing out the summer program, was a Robotics Tournament among the 
camp attendees held on July 27. Interim Superintendent Ronald C. Lee was present, along with 
the Director of Mathematics and Science, Dr. Tina Powell. Also visiting was the Honorable Mayor 
Dwayne D. Warren, Esq., parents, school administrators and other guests They congratulated the 
students on their work and recognized the importance of robotics in the 21st Century.  

The FIRST Lego members participated in a team challenge, using the robots they assembled and 
programmed to carry out specific tasks on a specially designed table. The FRC Robotics 
members participated in a two-person team competition that involved teams retrieving objects 
from one end of an outlined field (school gymnasium) and moving them to a designated area.  

The students were guided by the camp leader, Mr. Shafeek Mohammed and the following staff 
(Teachers/Consultants/Mentors): 

Teachers (Team Leaders) Consultants/Mentors 
• Antoine Meredith 
• Giancarlo Perez-Flores 
• Kevin Rutz 
• Lily Marino 
• Elaine Meredith 
• Esak Crawley 
• Sonya Nikolaidis 

• Pablo Echegorri 
• Marc Cadet 
• Wayne Vargas 
• Eric Vargas 

 

 

At the end of the program, team winners were acknowledged and parents/students were 
awarded gift certificates for their attendance and outstanding work. 

 

A Look Back at Heywood Avenue School’s June Activities 
Submitted by Ms. Faith Alcantara, Principal, Heywood Avenue School 

On June 13, Heywood Avenue School presented their annual Art Show under the direction of 
Visual Arts instructor, Mrs. Kelly Clark.  The annex wing was full of art created by students in 
grades K - 7.  Heywood’s “Live Art String Ensemble” entertained students and parents as 
they viewed the creative masterpieces on display.   
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Pictured: Scenes from Heywood Avenue School’s Art Show. 
 
Each grade level made specific contributions to the show. The Kindergarteners read the 
African folk legend, "How The Zebra Got His Stripes" and presented their own zebra 
collage.  They also displayed wax resist terrariums.  Grade 1 learned about the aboriginal 
people of Australia and made their own Aboriginal hand prints mixed media collage with 
tempera paint. Grade 2 made aboriginal x-ray paintings and painted toy kangaroos.  They 
also made large water color balloons based on the book "Where Do Balloons Go".  Grade 3 
demonstrated horizon, near, far, foreground, mid-ground and background through 
landscape using mixed media.  Grade 5 elective picked two pieces to display, from their 
portfolio that included chalk pastel African Masks and Uluru rock wax resist.  Grade 6 
displayed acrylic paintings and sumi ink paintings.   

Prior to the school’s annual Art Show opening, 50 
parents and students participated in Heywood’s first 
"Paint and Sip (iced tea/lemonade) Event," led by 
Mrs. Scott.  In two 45 minutes sessions, both parent 
and child created their own masterpieces that they 
can proudly display at home.  The feedback from all 
who participated was positive for this enjoyable 
event.   

  
Pictured (above and right): Scenes from Heywood Avenue 
School’s “Paint and Sip” event.  
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