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• Tuesday, May 9, Monthly Board of Education Meeting, 7:00 p.m., at Orange 
Preparatory Academy  

• Saturday, May 13, Special Board Meeting/Board Retreat, 9:30 a.m., at the 
Board of Education building, 451 Lincoln Avenue 

• Tuesday, May 16, Cleveland Street Spring Concert, 6:00 p.m. at Central 
Auditorium  

 

Heywood Avenue School Color Me for Technology Event 
 

At Orange Park on April 29, Heywood Avenue School hosted it’s first ever, in fact the 
district’s first, Color Run Fundraiser. The event, “Color Me for Technology,” enjoyed a 
beautiful morning for an exhilarating run fueled by the school’s very own DJ, Mr. Anthony St. 
Jean, technology coordinator, and led in a warm-up exercise by physical education teacher, 
Mr. Schuyler Fannell. Principal Faith Alcantara greeted participants with welcome remarks 
and instructions for the run. There were many helpers for the event, organized by Mrs. Mary 
Beth Barrios, 1st-grade teacher, and “My School Color Run” coordinator. They laid out water, 
snacks, and handed out pouches of color powder to single the end of the event. Students 
were armed with spray canisters to douse runners with watercolor as they circled the park 
and crossed the finish line. 

   
 Pictured: Heywood’s “Color Me for Technology” event ended with a burst of color powder. 
 
Over 200 Heywood and district families, friends and staff registered to participate, including 
Deputy Superintendent Dr. Paula E. Howard, Orange Councilwoman, the Honorable Jamie 
Summers-Johnson, who co-sponsored the event along with the 21st Century Community 
Learning Centers, and Board of Education President, Ms. Christina Mateo. Ms. Mateo added 
to the color explosion of the day by offering face painting to students. Participants were clad 
in their color run T-shirts, running gear and other colorful attire such as tutus. There were 
physical fitness games and vendors for all to enjoy. The goal of the event was to raise $4,000, 
to help purchase more technology equipment for Heywood Avenue School. The successful 
event surpassed the goal and provided a family friendly activity for the community. 



 2 

   
Pictured (left to right): Ms. Alcantara, Mr. St. Jean and Mr. Fannell, get participants ready for the 
Color Run.  

   

    
Pictured: “Runners” at Orange Park during Heywood’s Color Me for Technology event. 

    
Pictured: Board of Education President Mateo entertains students with face painting. 

    

   
Pictured: An exciting finale for Heywood Avenue School’s Color Me for Technology event.  
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Sonic Explorations of Oakwood Avenue Community School 
 

On April 12, there was a dress down day fundraiser 
to support Sonic Explorations, the Oakwood 
Avenue Community School’s after-school music 
program. Also on that day, the Sonic Explorations 
team held a concert in Oakwood’s auditorium, to 
showcase the skills students have acquired during 
the school year on the various string and 
percussion instruments.  The instructors led the 
students in various lessons, beginning with the 
ukulele, and following with the violin, drums, 
homemade shakers, cello and demonstrations on 
making music with amplified sound. 

The students were delighted to show how they hold 
their instruments, follow a beat, and strum a tune, 
as they entertained proud parents. The older 
students also recited poetry with drum 
accompaniment. 

Sonic Explorations include students from 
Kindergarten through Grade 3, and offers 
afterschool instructions Tuesdays through Fridays 
from 3 - 4:30 p.m. The instructors are: 

• Violin - Jared Fontaine, Julian Cartwright 
• Cello - Julia Henderson, Terrence Thornhill 
• Drumming - Queen Mother Imakhu 
• Sound & Listening/Musicianship - Douglas 

Farrand 
• Ukulele - Scott Clark 

Mr. Douglas Farrand, who hosted the concert, has 
since noted that the program is still fundraising and 
has just launched a crowd funding campaign. The 
campaign asks of the community three things:  
1) Donate if you’re able  
2) Share the funding request with your networks, as 

frequently as you feel comfortable 
3) Ask 3-5 people who may be interested in 

supporting the program to participate. Here is 
the link: https://www.generosity.com/education-
fundraising/sonic-explorations/x/8009385 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pictured (above and left): The Sonic 
Explorations Concert. 
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April Board of Education Meeting 
 

The Orange Early Childhood Department hosted the April Monthly Board of Education 
Meeting at Orange Prep Academy. The preschoolers led the flag salute and performed Fuzzy 
Little Caterpillar. The young students were supported by proud families, eager to see them 
on stage, and delighted the audience with their performance. Principal at Scholars Academy 
and the Orange Early Childhood Center II, Ms. Karen Machuca, greeted the audience and 
thanked families and teachers for their strong support. 

     
Pictured: Scenes from preschoolers’ presentation at the board meeting. 
 

BETA Club Acknowledgement 

 
Deputy Superintendent, Dr. Paula 
Howard, introduced Orange High 
School’s BETA Club members who 
attended the BETA Leadership 
Summit, in East Rutherford, NJ on April 
6-7.  At the summit, the OHS Beta Club 
received two awards for their 
participation. One for the Outstanding 
Leadership School and another for 
Mastery Level in the Rapid Response 
Challenge. The team members 
thanked the district for making their 
participation possible. The following 
BETA Club members attended the 
summit: 
• Silas Bond  
• Duneelle Devalon  
• Franca Estimable  
• Vanessa Fernandez  
• Mishell Quispe  
• Rahnell Elijah Smith  
• Shanelle Whyte 

Spelling Bee Winners 

 
Following the BETA Club was recognition of the 
District’s Spelling Bee winners. Each grade level 
winner was called upon by Director of English 
Language Arts Ms. Karen Harris and 
acknowledged for their spelling prowess. Deputy 
Superintendent Dr. Paula E. Howard, Board of 
Education President Ms. Cristina Mateo and the 
board members congratulated them for their 
achievement. 

The district champions were 1st place, Vanessa 
Odunsi, 2nd place, Jayden Moinvil and 3rd place, 
William Morocho. 

Spelling Bee Grade Level Winners: 
 

Grade  Winner School 
1st  Riley Stewart Oakwood Avenue 

Community 
2nd  Kion Files Forest Street  
3rd  Jayden Moinvil  Park Avenue  
4th  Vanessa Odunsi  Rosa Parks Community  
5th  Arielle Hamilton Cleveland Street 
6th  Brianna Ajawuihe Rosa Parks Community  
7th  William Morocho Rosa Parks Community  
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The Vice President of the Board, Mr. E. Lydell Carter presented a review of the board’s 
attendance at the National School Board Association Annual Conference in Denver, March 25 
- March 27. He spoke positively of the experience, voicing his appreciation for the forum and 
the information it provided. He reviewed the current administrations proposed 13.5% 
funding reduction for the Department of Education resulting in $9.2 billion slashed from the 
department, cuts in teacher professional development and decreases in afterschool 
programs for students. Mr. Carter, on behalf of the board, outlined efforts the Orange 
community can implement to advocate for school funding support, including reaching out to 
public officials and organizing grassroots events to promote public education.   
 

   
Pictured: Presentation slides.   
 
Student of the Month 
Deputy Superintendent Dr. Paula Howard and Board of Education President, Ms. Cristina 
Mateo, presented students with certificates for being selected Student of the Month (SOTM). 
On a monthly basis, students are recognized for exemplary behavior, academics and 
citizenship by their school. 
 
 

Name School 
 Abigail Charles Orange High School 
 Obed Monelus Career and Innovation Academy of Orange 
 Amanda Sherwood Orange Preparatory Academy 
 Karen Lata Sandre Cleveland Street School 
 Roland Octavius Rosa Parks Community School 
 Natalie Morocho Sagbay Park Avenue School 
 Bernard Francis Jr. Heywood Avenue School 
 Nasir Abdus Forest Street School 
 Daianna Orea Perez Oakwood Avenue Community School 
Alexander Cabellero Lincoln Avenue School 

 

 

   
Pictured (left to right with Board President Mateo and Dr. Howard):  Orange High School’s SOTM with 
Assistant Principal Abdelaziz; Orange Prep’s SOTM with Co-Principal Malloy; Rosa Parks 
Community School SOTM with parent, teacher and Principal Joseph Charles. 
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Pictured (left to right with Board President Mateo and Dr. Howard):  Heywood Avenue SOTM with 
family and Principal Alcantara; Park Avenue SOTM with family and Principal Dr. Hackett; Lincoln 
Avenue SOTM with family and Principal Assistant Principal Colon. 
 
 
Parent of the Month 

 
Orange Early Childhood Center parent, Ms. 
Helen Cuxil, exemplifies how to live your life 
believing your glass is always half full, and not 
half empty. Ms. Cuxil became a preschool 
parent when her daughter Chastlyn entered 
Orange’s preschool program a few years ago. 
She was nervous, scared, and unfamiliar with 
the program, but none of this stopped her from 
asking questions.  Shortly thereafter, she began 
asking if there was anything that she could do 
around the school. She would help the teachers, 

the social workers, and other parents. She was also an active participant in the Early 
Childhood Department’s first Latino Family Literacy Group and the STARS and TWINKLES 
program.  

Now, Ms. Cuxil has her second child in preschool, and as her children have grown so has 
she. Ms. Cuxil is feeling more comfortable speaking English and has learned to advocate for 
her children and herself. Ms. Cuxil continues to be a valuable volunteer at the Orange Early 
Childhood Center. She was a tremendous help at the recent registration fair where she 
served as a translator during the registration process.  She volunteered her services for the 
entire day as over 112 families were registered. Ms. Cuxil is now a valuable member of the 
registration team and will assist each week during scheduled registration.  In addition, she 
has made phones calls to families about special school events, she has assisted the nurse 
with the children’s screenings and she continues to volunteer her services in the 
classroom.  Whenever she is available, Ms. Cuxil stops by the office after drop-off, to 
volunteer.  

    
Pictured (left to right with Board President Mateo and Dr. Howard):  POTM with her children and 
Principal Blanton and teacher. 
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Ms. Cuxil has taken what she learned as a preschool parent and implemented it well in her 
home, becoming a strong advocate for her family and a dedicated volunteer for the school. 
Further, Ms. Cuxil spends hours translating her children’s homework into Spanish, so that 
she can understand it and; therefore, better assist them in completing the assignments. She 
is truly committed to her family and to their education.  For her commitment and dedication 
to her family and our schools, the Orange Early Childhood Center is proud to have Ms. 
Hellen Cuxil as Parent of the Month.  

Ms. Cuxil was presented with flowers and expressed appreciation for the acknowledgement. 
Her adoring children also responded with thanks and praise for their mother.  

 

April 26 Special Board of Education Meeting  

On April 26, the Board of Education convened a special meeting at the Board of Education 
Administrative Office to report on the April 13 court ruling that made the March 28 board 
member election null and void. The ruling by Superior Court Judge Thomas Vena granted 
the Board of Education’s injunction to reverse the referendum vote to move from an 
appointed to an elected board and voided the election of two new members to the board.  
The decision also reinstated a $2.6 million bond to fund much needed building upgrades, 
repairs and the facilitation of the district’s STEM high school. For more information see: 

• Court Ruling (www.judiciary.state.nj.us) 
• Star Ledger article nj.com (“Judge overturns school board referendum  . . .”) 

At the meeting, the board members also discussed, with the bond council representative, 
how quickly the $2.6 million bond could be issued. While an optimistic view was given, more 
definitive details are forthcoming after meetings with city officials. Also, a Board of School 
Estimates public meeting, to present the 2017-2018 School Year Budget, was announced. The 
meeting will be held on Friday, May 5, 6:30 p.m. at the Board of Education Administrative 
Offices, at 451 Lincoln Avenue.  

Orange Early Childhood Art Show - The World of Eric Carle 

  
The month of April was dedicated to the 
Orange Early Childhood program, where 
the artwork of preschool students was 
displayed at the Board of Education 
Administrative Office.  

Principal of the Orange Early Childhood 
Center (OECC) Ms. Jacquelyn Blanton, 
Principal of the OECC II, Ms. Karen 
Machuca, Visual and Performing 
Supervisor, Ms. Donna Sinisgalli, OECC 
Social Worker Iris Ramos, and Deputy 
Superintendent Dr. Paula E. Howard 
greeted families and staff at the special 
event.  
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Ms. Blanton explained that a Professional 
Development class at the Montclair Art 
Museum motivated the theme of the exhibit 
“The World of Eric Carle.” Teachers had 
their students create art inspired by noted 
children’s author Eric Carle’s books 
including The Hungry Caterpillar, The Tiny 
Seed, Brown Bear Brown Bear What Do You 
See, The Grouchy Ladybug and 10 Little 
Rubber Ducks. Although some were shy, the 
students were lively and jubilant overall. 
Parents were proud and happy at the 
occasion.  

 

 

 

 
Pictured (above and right): Scenes from the 
Orange Early Childhood Board Lobby Art Show. 
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FYI 

Kindergarten Orientation 
 

Parents, if you have a preschooler who will be attending 
Kindergarten next school year, please attend the orintation 
session for your assigned school.  

The schedule is as follows: 

Lincoln Avenue School  May 5 9:30 a.m. 
Heywood Avenue School  May 18 9:30 a.m. 
Park Avenue School  May 19 9:00 a.m. 
Forest Street School  May 25 9:00 a.m. 
Rosa Parks Community School  May 26 9:00 a.m. 
Oakwood Avenue Community School  June 1 10:00 a.m. 
Cleveland Street School  June 2 9:00 a.m. 

 

Orange Page Turners Reading Challenge Update - WOO-HOO! WE DID IT!  
 

“Pat yourselves on the back,” declared Karen Harris, Director of English Language Arts. 
Orange Township read over 1 million pages from Thanksgiving to May Day. To be exact, 
registered readers logged a total of 1,029,591 pages.  

Winners of the Orange Page Turners Reading Challenge will be announced at the Literacy 
Block Party on June 2, at Lincoln Avenue School. Be sure to attend and find out who will be 
crowned the "Most Well Read." Look for a promotional flyer in next week’s E-Mail Blast. 

 

Let's show our support for the readers via the link 
below.  The Orange Page Turners Go Fund Me 
page.   

https://www.gofundme.com/pcvx4-orange-page-
turners-challenge  
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Check the district Website calendar for upcoming events. 
! 

See Below For Important Flyers 
• NJSO Youth Orchestra’s Spring Concert 

• Unity In Community Block Party (Rescheduled for May 13 due to inclement weather forecast) 
• Park Avenue School Spring Arts Festival 

• Retirement Party for E. Benson 
• Orange Prep Academy Poetry Slam 

• Jeans For Troops 
• Parent Academy Workshops 

• PreK Registration 
• Bilingual-ESL Fair 2017 

 
 



 11 

 



 12 



 13 



 14 

PLEASE POST 

	

CONTACT	SHANA	BLAIR,	H.R.	SECRETARY		

(EXT.	6020)	

FOR	TICKETS	AND	PAYMENT	
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ORANGE TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

EARLY CHILDHOOD DEPARTMENT         
                                                                                                                                                                                 

 
  

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION FOR 2017 - 2018 
REQUIREMENTS: 

• 3 years old by 10/01/17                       4 years old by 10/01/17 
• Must be resident of Orange Township 

• Original Birth Certificate 
• Child’s Immunization record 

• Current lease or Mortgage Statement 
•   2 Proofs of Residency (PSE&G bill, telephone or cable bill),  

• No cellphone bills, please 
• Picture ID 

 
If you are living with a friend or relative, you must be included 
in their lease agreement. Notarized letters stating you rent a 
room/apartment/house will not be accepted.  

                   
      DATES:   APRIL 4, 11, and 25 

                     MAY    9, 16 and 23 

 TIME:      10:00 a.m- 1:00 p.m 

           Last sign in: 12:00 P.M. 

  

PLACE:   ORANGE EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 

397 PARK AVE, ORANGE, NJ  07050 

973-677- 4000 ext. 1922 
                                           

IF YOU ARE CONCERNED YOUR PRESCHOOL CHILD IS DEVELOPING OR LEARNING 
DIFFERENTLY, YOU CAN CALL THE DISTRICT TO REQUEST AN EVALUATION FOR 

PRESCHOOL SPECIAL EDUCATION AND RELATED SERVICES. 
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ESCUELAS PUBLICAS DE ORANGE 
DEPARTAMENTO DE EDUCACION 

PREESCOLAR 
REGISTRACIÓN PREESCOLAR 2017-2018 

REQUISITOS: 
 

o 3 AÑOS ANTES DE 10/01/17                                   4 AÑOS ANTES DE 10/01/17 
o DEBE SER RESIDENTE DEL MUNICIPIO DE ORANGE  
o PARTIDA DE NACIMIENTO ORIGINAL  
o EXPEDIENTE DE INMUNIZACIÓNES DEL NIÑO/NIÑA  
o DECLARACIÓN ACTUAL DEL ARRIENDO O DE LA HIPOTECA 
o Identificación de fotos 
o 2 Pruebas de Residencia (recibo de PSE&G, teléfono o recibo del cable, NO 

CELLPHONE!) deben ser actual. 
• SI USTED ESTA VIVIENDO CON UN FAMILIAR O AMIGO TIENE QUE 

ESTAR INSCRITO EN EL CONTRACTO DE ARRENDAMIENTO. NO SE 
ACEPTARA CARTAS NOTARIZADA.  

 
REGISTRACIÓN: 

ABRIL 4. 11, y 25 

MAYO 9, 16, y 23 

10:00 A.M – 1:00 P.M 

Tiene que firmer antes de las 12:00pm  

LUGAR: ORANGE EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 

397 PARK AVE, ORANGE, NJ  07050 

(973) 677-4000 ext 1922 

 
            
SI USTED ESTA PREOCUPADO POR QUE SU HIJO/HIJA ESTA DESAROLLANDO ALGUN 
PROBLEMA DE APRENDISAJE O APRENDIENDO DIFERENTE FAVOR DE CONTACTAR AL 
DEPARTAMENTO DE SERVICIOS ESPECIALES EN EL DISRITO. 
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