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 Re-Print With Correction from Last Week’s Email Blast: Approved District 
Calendar Changes    
Due to Hurricane Sandy, schools were closed for 7 days, from October 29th through November 6th, leaving students with 
less than the required mandatory school days. There are three “snow” or inclement weather days built into the calendar 
for students, leaving four days to be made up.  In order to meet New Jersey State statute requiring 180 days of school and 
to provide additional professional development for staff, the Orange Board of Education approved several changes to the 
existing district calendar for the 2012 – 2013 school year.  

• Schools were open on November 8 and 9, in place of the canceled New Jersey Teachers’ Convention, making up 2 
days missed due to the storm. 

• Students will have school on Friday, February 1, 2013 and the staff Professional Development (PD) will 
be cancelled, making up a third day missed due to Sandy. 

• Schools will be open for a half-day on Good Friday, March 29, 2013, making up the final day lost from “Superstorm 
Sandy”. 

• To facilitate additional PD, students will be dismissed at 2:30 p.m. every third Monday of the month (with a few 
exceptions).  The early dismissal is only on these dates, unless otherwise denoted on the calendar. The specific 
days are: November 19, 2012, December 17, 2012, January 28, 2013, February 25, 2013, March 18, 2013, April 
22, 2013, May 20, 2013, and June 17, 2013.   

In the event there are additional days off due to inclement weather, other calendar changes will have to be made. 

 District Spelling Bees 
The Orange Public School District is “all-a-buzz” with school-wide Spelling Bees. So far three schools have declared 
Spelling Bee Champions, ready to compete in the District Spelling Bee of Champions, scheduled for Saturday, February 2, 
2012 at Orange Preparatory Academy Auditorium. The schools that have held competitions to date are Park Avenue 
School, Cleveland Street School and Heywood Avenue School. The remaining competitions are show below under “Coming 
Attractions”. A full write-up will be included in next week’s E-mail Blast.  
 

 The Junior League’s Thanksgiving Basket Project 
The Junior League of the Oranges and Short Hills (JLOSH), a volunteer organization devoted to the health and wellness of 
children in our community, worked with Tyrone Dorsey, the district’s Food Service Manager and Mr. Adekunle James, the 
Board of Education’s Business Administrator on a Thanksgiving basket project. Annually, the Junior League has provided 
Thanksgiving meals to families through local organizations in their service area. This year they broadened their reach into 
local schools, donating Thanksgiving baskets, consisting of a turkey and non-perishable Thanksgiving fixings to Orange’s 
schools. On November 19th, Kim Sleeman and Kara Lawler (pictured below with parent) along with a team from JLOSH 
kindly delivered 235 turkey dinners to Orange Public Schools.  

 
Pictured: Turkey Basket distribution at Lincoln Avenue School (left to right) - Lincoln Avenue parent receiving basket;  



Principal Pettit off-loading the turkeys from the donation truck. 

 New Jersey Division of Early Childhood (NJDEC) Presents Award to Orange’s 
Susan Monfet 
 

Susan S. Monfet, the Assistant Administrator of the Orange Early Childhood Center 
for the Orange Public School District is the winner of the 2012 New Jersey Division 
of Early Childhood (NJDEC) Lucille Weistuch Early Childhood Special Education 
Award.  “This award recognizes a career of work that reaches beyond the 
classroom to significantly impact the lives of many,” wrote Eileen Croker McCann, 
President of NJDEC. Ms. Monfet was honored for her work in the field of early 
childhood special education. 
 
Ms. Monfet, a certified special education teacher, has been with the Orange Public 
School District for 8 years. She received her award at NJDEC’s Annual Fall 
Conference held on October 26 at the University Center on the campus of Kean 
University.  
 

As stated on the organization’s website, “The New Jersey Division for Early Childhood is an organization designed for 
individuals who work with or on behalf of children with special needs, birth through age eight, and their families.” 
 
Congratulations to Ms. Monfet for her achievement. 
 

 Science Connection Announced 
Ms. Samantha Sica-Fossella, Assistant Principal at the Orange Preparatory Academy has announced that three of the 
school’s classes are scheduled for a “rainforest connection” with a scientist in the Belize rainforest on Thursday, 
December13, 2012. The classes will participate in sessions covering “Food Webs”, “Diversity of Animals” and “Intro to the 
Rainforest”. The program encompasses a vision of "classrooms without walls". 

Coming Attractions 
 

• Thursday – Friday, November 22-23, 2012, District Closed for Thanksgiving Recess 
• Monday, November 26, 2012 – Forest Street School Spelling Bee, time To Be Determined (TBD) 
• Friday, November 30, 2012 – Fathers Reading Club (See flyer below) 
• Tuesday, December 4, 2012 – Lincoln Avenue School Spelling Bee, 9:30 a.m. 
• Thursday – Saturday, December 6 – 8, 2012 – “The Complete Works of William Shakespeare, 

Abridged/Revised”, 7:00 p.m. and also at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 8, at Orange 
Preparatory Academy Auditorium (See flyer below) 

• Friday, December 7, 2012 – Rosa Parks Central Community School Spelling Bee, time TBD 
• Sunday, December 9, 2012 – Fatherhood Football Fellowship at Park Avenue School (sponsored 

by St. Barnabas Hospital) beginning at 1:00 p.m. 
• Friday, December 14, 2012 – Orange Preparatory Academy Spelling Bee, time TBD 
• Monday, December 17, 2012, Oakwood Avenue Spelling Bee, time TBD 
• Tuesday, December 18, 2012 Caroling for A Cause with Sankofa, 3:00 – 8:00 p.m. (See flyer 

below) 
• Thursday, December 20, 2012 – NJTOP ESL Certification, registration deadline (See flyer below) 

 
 
 
 



 



 



 
 

 
 



 
 


