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 The Orange Public School District 25 Book Challenge “Pages for All Ages” 
Presents a Novel Display 
 
For visitors to the Orange Board of Education Administrative Office, there is a novel book display on the main stairwell. 
Ms. Erica Stewart, Administrator for Special Projects is promoting the district’s 25 Book Challenge Pages for All Ages, 
which had an official kick-off with a rotating display of books to show visitors and staff how to encourage students to 
read for the 25 Book Challenge and for the sheer enjoyment of reading.  
 

   
Pictured: “Get Caught Up In A Book” display and the “No Excuses Cemetery” 

Last month’s display, “Get Caught Up In A Book”, featured a scene from Charlotte’s Web and webs of enticing books. 
This month’s display “RIP”, or “Read In Peace”, features the “No Excuses Cemetery”, with a presentation of tombstones 
with excuses for not reading or participating in the district’s challenge. It’s fun! Stop by and enjoy.  
 

 Harvard Family Research Project Cites Orange’s Pre-K to Kindergarten 
Transition  

 

The Harvard Family Research Project has completed a detailed study by Christine Patton and Justina 
Wang entitled Ready for Success: Creating Collaborative and Thoughtful Transitions into 
Kindergarten. This brief examines the preschool practices that lead to successful kindergarten 
transitions and highlights the collaborative approaches that exemplify the programs of six states (New 
Jersey, Georgia, Maryland, Minnesota, Virginia, and California) that encompass strategies to help children 
and families enter school ready to succeed. New Jersey’s model was Orange’s Early Childhood’s transition 
program, headed by Ms. Jacqueline Blanton, Supervisor for Early Childhood Education, to emphasize the 
state’s approach.  
 
Per Ms. Blanton, the Orange Public School District was recommended by the New Jersey Department of 
Education, Department of Early Childhood, to participate in the study because they felt that Orange had a 
very good transition program.  “I am confident in what we do here in Orange and was honored and more 
than happy to explain and share our practices,” states Ms. Blanton. “We have a strong program that 
includes many people on different levels in the district all working together to provide a smooth transition 
for our students.” Ms. Blanton acknowledges that it is a compliment to have a prestigious institution of 
higher learning recognize the district’s early childhood program as high quality. “It is one thing to say to 
your staff how great they are, but it is another thing when a reputable outside source studies your 
program and gives their stamp of approval. It means that we are doing something right. I am happy for 
the district but I am extremely happy for the Early Childhood staff that work tirelessly for the youngest 
learners in this district.” 
 
To download Ready for Success: Creating Collaborative and Thoughtful Transitions into 
Kindergarten, visit the following site: http://www.hfrp.org/ReadyForSuccess.  

 



 

 Teen Summit 2012 
The Orange Board of Education presents Teen Summit 2012 on Friday, October 12, 2012, from 
6:00 – 9:30 p.m., and Saturday, October 13, 2012, from 8:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m., at Lincoln 
Avenue School. The Friday evening program will feature, OHS staff member, Mr. Elijah Brown, 
who will perform in his play, “ManUp”. The Saturday program will have a full day of workshops. 
 
The Teen Summit is open to 6th and 7th grade students on Saturday and to 8th through 12th 
grade students on both days. Flyers and registration forms are available at all schools and can be 
found at the end of this newsletter.  
 
Students can participate in a variety of workshops including a performance workshop, a hip-hop 
dance workshop and an Ultimate Frisbee workshop as shown in the registration forms (see 
below). There will also be a video workshop where students will learn how to put together a set, 
shoot a video, and breakdown the set. This workshop will be lead by Orange Preparatory 
Academy's Smartlab teacher, Justin Niemczyh.  A celebrity publicist, who has worked with Alicia 

Keys, Whitney Houston, Ruben Studdard, Tyrese Gibson, and many others, will teach another workshop. He will speak 
about the music and entertainment industry.   
 
Learn more about the Teen Summit 2012 on Facebook: http://Facebook.com/OrangeTeenSummit and see their 
promotional video: Orange Teen Summit 2012 is Almost Here!!!! 
 

 Where There’s A Will… There’s A Talented Group Of Actors!  
 

Congratulations to the Orange High School (OHS)) and Orange 
Preparatory Academy (OPA) students who survived the auditions 
and made it into the cast of this year’s OHS/OPA Fall Play, “The 
Complete Works of William Shakespeare (abridged) [revised]”. 
Cast members met the show mascot “Willy” (created by OHS art 
teacher, Nate Brown) at their first rehearsal and promised to friend 
him on Facebook. 
 
Performances will be at OPA Auditorium, Thursday – Saturday, 
December 5 & 6 at 7:00PM and Dec. 7 at 2:00 & 7:00PM. 
 
Pictured from left to right: (top) William Collins, Jeremiah Moore, 
Earl Nelson, Roger Tanis, Emilio DelVillar, Mrs. Sugarman 
(Director), Yaramo Dione; (middle) Ms. Zahir (Asst. Director), Lisa 
Dawkins, Isaiah Martin, Samuel Akande, Danielle Polidor, Tarrayah 

McGill, Asner Philemon, Shannon Lake; (floor) Hannah Nzedirma, Furquan Bilal, Loryne Roberson, Gabriela Rodriguez. 
(Cast members not pictured: Abdul Moses, Isa Rodriguez, Jamillah Williams, LaNijah Willis). 
 
 
(Submitted by Mrs. Maren Sugarman, Director of OHS/OPA’s production of “The Complete Works of William Shakespeare (abridged) 
[revised]”. 

 There is “Art” in Earth for Park Avenue School’s Recyclable Projects 
The Park Avenue Art Gallery Show at the Board of Education office opened on October 3, 2012 for a month long display. 
The theme again this year was recyclable art.  All students used recycled material to make their art projects including 
egg cartons made to look like school buses and cameras, fashions made from plastics, caricatures of famous people 
drawn on paper bags, discarded books in an artful display and chairs made from cardboard.  Art teacher Benay Lipstein, 
Principal Dr. Myron Hackett, Assistant Principal, Devonii Reid, Supervisor of Visual and Performing Arts, Peter Crosta, 
and Superintendent of Schools, Ronald C. Lee, presented certificates to students for their artwork. Teachers and 
students contributed towards bringing in the products needed to complete each project. 
 
The board lobby is open for public viewing, 8:30 – 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday on school days. More artwork will 
be shown in next week’s newsletter. 



   
Scenes from Park Avenue’s Art Show 

 Día Celebration at Orange Early Childhood Center 
 
The Orange Early Childhood Center will hold its Annual Día Celebration on Wednesday, October 
17, 2012, from 3:15 – 5:30 p.m. at the Orange Early Childhood Center. Día is an event that 
connects families to literature and celebrates cultural and linguistic backgrounds. The 
celebration is designed for children in preschool through grade 3, their parents or other adult 
family members.  
 
The evening will include family literacy activities, games, art projects and more! Participating 
families will receive books, dinner and other treats. All students must be accompanied by an 
adult 18 years or older and siblings of participating students are welcome. 
 

The Orange Early Childhood Center is located at 397 Park Avenue in Orange.  
  

 Orange Celebrates a “Week of Respect” 
 
The Orange Public School District observed a "Week of Respect", which was instituted last year as part of the state of 
New Jersey’s anti-bullying law. From October 1 – 5, 2012, Orange educated students on the prevention of harassment, 
intimidation and bullying (HIB). Each school observed the week with various programs and activities focusing on 
respect. Click here to see all the "Week of Respect" school activities. 
 

Lincoln Avenue Celebrates Week of Respect 
At Lincoln Avenue School there were a series of activities designed 
to raise awareness of the potential dangers of bullying. Lincoln 
Avenue School kicked off the week of respect by having students 
decorate panther pride paws to be displayed throughout the school 
as a reminder of the importance of respect. This was followed by 
an assembly that focused on anti bullying, respect, and unity. 
 
During the week, students created posters on what respect means 
to them and displayed them during the assembly. Students in third 
through seventh grade wrote a 100 word essay on what respect 
means to them. The winners from the essay contest will be 
recognized at a special luncheon.  
 
Additionally, staff and students wore orange shirts to demonstrate 
unity at Lincoln Avenue School and in the community. Teachers 

also showed a video called “Count On Me” and had a discussion on how you can show respect in your community.  
  
'Week of Respect' is a highlight of positive behaviors that are encouraged every day at Lincoln Avenue School. Although 
this week focused attention on the period’s activities, Lincoln will continue to provide a safe and respectful school 
environment for everyone throughout the school year.  
 
(“Lincoln Avenue Celebrates Week of Respect” was submitted by Lincoln Avenue School) 



 

Coming Attractions 
• Friday, October 5, 2012 – District Pink Out – Cancer Awareness Day Fundraiser and Football 

Game, 7:00 p.m. at Bell Stadium   
• Monday, October 8, 2012 – Columbus Day – DISTRICT CLOSED  
• Friday, October 12, 2012 – Orange Preparatory Academy Hispanic Heritage Celebration 
• Friday, October 12, 2012 – Career Innovation Academy of Orange (CIAO) Hispanic Heritage 

Celebration 
• Friday, October 12 and Saturday, October 13, 2012 – Teen Summit 2012 at Lincoln Avenue 

School (See flyer/registration below) 
• Tuesday, October 16, 2012 – Fire Prevention Assembly for Grade K-4, 9:30 a.m. at Park 

Avenue School 
• Wednesday, October 17, 2012 – Orange School District’s Annual Día Celebration, 3:15 – 5:30 

p.m., Orange Early Childhood Center (See Spanish and Creole flyers below) 
• Thursday, October 18, 2012 – Welcome Breakfast for parents of ELL students, 7:30 a.m. in 

library at Park Avenue School 
• Thursday, October 18, 2012 – Lincoln Avenue School Hispanic Heritage Celebration, 6:00 – 

8:00 p.m. in the Gymnasium (See flyer below) 
• Friday, October 19, 2012 – Rosa Parks Central Community School Hispanic Heritage 

Celebration  
• Friday, October 19, 2012 – Oakwood Avenue School Hispanic Heritage Celebration 
• Sunday, October 21, 2012 – Making Strides Against Breast Cancer, Walk with AAngelsNJ, 

Orange PBA and Not Orange Organizations, 10:00 a.m. at Military Park, Newark (See flyer 
below)  

• Monday, October 22, 2012 – Heywood Avenue School Hispanic Heritage Celebration,  
• Thursday, October 25, 2012 – Welcome Breakfast for parents of Special Needs students, 7:30 

a.m. in library at Park Avenue School 
• Thursday, October 25, 2012 – Forest Street School Hispanic Heritage Celebration, 7:00 – 8:00 

p.m. in the Multipurpose Room, after Starry Story Night event 
• Friday, October 26, 2012 – Spanish Heritage Celebration, 1:30 p.m. in Café at Park Avenue 

School  
• Wednesday, November 7, 2012 – “Jeans for Troops”, $5 Donation to Support Veterans (See 

flyer below) 
 

 
 



   
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 



 



   



 



 



 
 


